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The Coffin Never Left Her © T

In 1874, Sarah Bernhardt was advised to give up acting if she wished to live, but she
returned to the theater as soon as she was able to leave her bed. When she asked by an admirer

what gift he could send her, she replied, "They say I am to die, so you may send me a coffin."

A week later, she was notified by a famous coffin maker that an order had been received for
a coffin, to be constructed according to her wishes. Sarah was most particular about its design,
finally agreeing that it should be made of rosewood, with handles of solid silver-later changed to

gold.

For the remainder to her life this coffin never left her side, even during her travels. She had
a trestle made on which it stood at the end of her bed, so she could see it without effort, on

awakening.

"To remind me that my body will soon be dust and that my glory alone will live forever."

she explained.
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* Actions speak louder than words. 1TEIESISE&F
e Advice when most needed is least needed. BEFEE

e After rain comes sunshine. iBXIE
e All good things come to an end. TEEBHAL (K TMEANBICIER)
o All that glitters is not gold. Z=EEHN - RINEE (REHELFHREIA)
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