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Think it over......
R X F . RETTT—

Today we have higher buildings and wider highways,
but shorter temperaments and narrower points of view.
SRBABET T = g9 KM LU B R RAR = A
(ER EAMBIPETG A f S - ARt gk
We spend more, but enjoy less.
HiERetnZe - ZAZBIRIEIRD -
We have bigger houses, but smaller families.
GRS THEARET - (BRHMHIRAGNE D T -
We have more compromises, but less time.
HAE 1T EZ AR ERE - ATEERIG1D T o
We have more knowledge, but less judgement.
AR T 2 BRI - (HEAMAPIE ANE T o
We have more medicines, but less health.
HAMA T HEZ 8, - al IRPIEIBERBGIRAIA RANNE -
We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values.
MBI & (g - (HEE(EAID T -
We talk much, we love only a little, and we hate too much.
HMEmts iRz - (HIRMrERAMRD » M UIREEZ T -
We reached the Moon and came back,
but we find it troublesome to cross our own street and meet our neighbors.
HAM o] IR A BR - (B AR e HH— 2D R M 22 a5 -
We have conquered the outer space, but not our inner space.
HAM AT LIEAR R 22 > AIEARAS T AR AL -
We have higher income, but less morals.
AU AIG I T > AHIRAMIEEFEEN D T e
These are times with more liberty, but less joy.
FAMHIRFACSEDTE B 1 - i EAMIBEA B IR EER SERIRA ) 1 -
We have much more food, but less nutrition.
KM EZ 'Y - HAlyEENE -
These are the days in which it takes two salaries for each home, but divorces increase.

PAAEFH ISR EHR v] LI T HIUA - (HEERSE B RGBT -
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These are times of finer houses, but more broken homes.

HAMT AT LA SR BAE I E 5 - BRI HAMTthA T 58 2 BRI SR E -

That's why I propose, that as of today.

B S T EREE - RIS KBEMA -

You do not keep anything for a special occasion, because every day that you live is a special occasion.
AN ERREI RIS 75— (BRI 2T P = > (R IRy B — KA AR A -
Search for knowledge, read more, sit on your front porch and admire the view without paying
attention to your needs.

ATEIRR B B R ATER - 238 — Lo - RS fE 2 RIRIE

LIGESSHIAR e R ZAZ RARATHY JE R - AN A (AR DI RIR AR -

Spend more time with your family and friends, eat your favorite foods, visit the places you love.
162 B R BRI R AR AE—/E » IZIRIENZHI 'Y - RARERAyHh T -

Life is a chain of moments of enjoyment; not only about survival.

ARV R s AR IR AR SERH IR O EBR - IR AMEBIE RS T A A F -

Use your crystal goblets. Do not save your best perfume, and use it every time you feel you want it.
SRR /K S = AN - AN i g BRI K > ATARTARRR R AR gt == A !
Remove from your vocabulary phrases like "one of these days" and "someday".

TEVRAAAIZ L T RS RARLERT AR “HHRE—K” sEe "H—K" -

Let's write that letter we thought of writing "one of these days".

REFT S HE —REFAIE » G5 Rt |

Let's tell our families and friends how much we love them.

i o7 aF MR AFIAA A - FAMIE 2 PR 2 Al

Do not delay anything that adds laughter and joy to your life.

ANEGE B ATAR A ] IRE R A TS IS AR GE RS -

Every day, every hour, and every minute is special.

K~ B/~ i ANER B

And you don't know if it will be your last.

W TR RLEE 2 G ek %1 -

* Constant dripping wears away the stone. EKZFH

e Courtesy costs nothing. B A2

e Cry over spilt milk. #FEmZIFIR

e Death is the great leveler. ABEBE FHEREAETFE)
* Diamond cut diamond. ME—UE—E
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Pinyin: saiweng-shima yanzhi-feifu
Literal Translation: How could one fell it was not good
fortune when Saiweng lost his horse?
Idiomatic Meaning: Don't take things at surface vale.
English Equivalent: a blessing in disguise

OWERR

The Story Behind:

In ancient China, there was an old man who lived in the northern
border and was known as Saiweng. He was known for his excellence in

raising horses. He owned a ranch and lived a happy life with his family.

One day, one of his horses ran away. Some of his neighbors came
and expressed their sympathy over his loss, only to find out he wasn't
unhappy as expected. He merely said, "Maybe it's not a bad thing,"

leaving his visitors confused.

To everyone's surprise, the missing horse came back — with another
strong horse. Considering it a good sign, his neighbors came and
congratulated him on the windfall. Saiweng interpreted it in a different
way and expressed his concern by saying, " I doubt if there is such a

thing as a free lunch."

One of Saiweng's sons loved riding horses, especially the new one.
One day something unfortunate befell him when he went out riding it —
he fell off the horse and broke his legs. Upon hearing the sad news,

some of his neighbors came and tried to soothe him, only to find out

m 2007.3 /ESH%KS » BF3ETE Don't take things at surface vale.



again that he viewed it differently. To their confusion, he calmly said,
"It might be a good thing that he broke his legs."

A few years later, the barbarians invaded the northern border.
Able-bodied young men were drafted into the army while Saiweng's

son was waived because of his injury.

Saiweng's story does hit home the meaning of the expression:
Don't take things at face value — wait and see what the future holds. A
bad thing may turn out to be a stroke of good luck, and vice versa. It's
all too easy for one to pity himself/herself and feel desperate in the
face of hardship and feel happy when one is favored by luck. Yet as is
suggested in the moral of this story, it is wise not to jump to

conclusions and not to be affected by the immediate circumstances.

Saiweng was not his real name — each of the two Chinese
characters has meanings. Saiweng derived his name from where his
lived and possibly his old age. In China, the borders were called %%
(biansai, literally translated: frontier fortress), in which the second
character became the initial part of his name. The second character of

his name, % (weng), was the suffix added to one's family name to

show respect for the person due to his wealth, social status, or old age.

In this case, the addition of this suffix is attributable to his old age,

which is synonymous with wisdom in China.

EHKE » BEAFERE Don't take things at surface vale./2007.3 65
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