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Nature is Learning ...

B4 Nature is Learning

volution is the changes that happen in all forms of life over
Egenerations. The process of evolution helps organisms to become
better and better over time. Over the history of humankind, scientists
had shown great interests in researching the subject of evolution. Why
are scientists so interested in the subject matter? It is because that the
process of evolution, as abundantly evidenced in the universe, is allowing

all things to become better and better every day.

In Geneva, Switzerland, with a collaboration of over two thousand
physicists from thirty-four countries as well as hundreds of universities
and laboratories around the world, scientists and engineers are building a
particle accelerator and hadron collider called The Large Hadron Collider
(LHC). The LHC is expected to become the world's largest and highest-
energy particle accelerator—its circumference is 27 kilometres and weighs
41,600 tonnes—at an estimated total cost of up to US$10 billion. What
is the rationale for such a gigantic undertaking? Everyone in the world
has a vested interest in understanding the origin of the universe and how

the universe evolves into the current state.




Evolution is all about becoming better and
better every day. Nature gives us numerous
examples of how evolution is at work for a better
future. For example, no one would want to live
at the time when the universe was just created—
scientists theorized that the universe's
temperature would have been at one billion to 10
billion kelvins—but after 13.7 billion years of
evolution later, our planet earth now is suitable
for various kinds of plants and organisms to
thrive. Human body's immune system is another
great example of how evolution—and constant
learning—helps us. If we encounter a bug of a
contagious disease that we have met before, a
battalion of trained immune cells—so-called
adaptive immune system—will remember the
specific invader and clear it within hours. The
power of our immune systems comes from its
continuous evolution—in other words—it
constantly learns new things to protect our

futures.

Great achievers in the world committed
themselves to ongoing learning. Learning—an
adaptive process—makes us better, stronger, and
wiser. Mark Twain said that "We should be
careful to get out of an experience only the
wisdom that is in it." Good is not good where
better is expected. Unless you try to do
something beyond what you have already
mastered, you will never grow. Even if you're on
the right track, you'll get run over if you just sit
there. Once a person stops learning, the person
stops growing, stops evolving, and stops
improving. This is a complete opposite of what

the nature desires.

Confucius said that "1 don't know all things at
birth; | seek the knowledge by learning from the
past people and history." You become what you
learned. If you invested time learning cooking,
you become a chef. If you invested time learning
music, you become a musician. If you invested
time learning engineering, you become an
engineer. Saints said that "One with a goal of
saints becomes a saint; one with a goal of
buddhas become a buddha; one with a goal of
sentient men becomes such; a person becomes
the one set by his or her goal." So what should
we learn? Confucius said that "The goal is to
practice and exercise Tao, while governed by

virtues." We must learn about Tao.

With the grace of Heaven, virtues of Master
Ji-Gong Buddha, and Elder's kindness, Chung Te
Institute of Religions and Philosophy (CTI) is a
place where our objectives of learning can be
properly aligned with the nature. Nature evolves
constantly; CTI continuously facilitates our
ongoing learning. Nature becomes better
constantly; CTI teaches us to learn from past
wisdom for constantly improving ourselves. CTI
is the place where we can learn our ways to
return to the nature—to return to Tao. With a
solid foundation in the time-honored values of
Tien-Tao's learning and a dynamic combination of
theoretical and applied learning, a CTI education
prepares students for life-long achievement
measured by how deeply they challenge
themselves, how devotedly they support their
temples, and how selflessly they help the world to

have a better future.
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hat pops up in your mind when speaking of Buddhist monks
Wand cultivation? Thin, bald persons who sit on the floor or
kneel on the cushions and chant mantras or sutras all day long? Or
persons who watch their public images closely and follow all the rules?
Or persons who take life so seriously that they miss out on all the fun?
Think again. The following story about a monk in ancient China will
show you Tao cultivation is more than meets the eye. Actually, what he

did turns the popular notion of cultivation right on its head.

One Mad Monk

A BUddha il"l Dingise M The Grateful

It all happened in the 12th-century Song Dynasty. There was a monk
who first lived in Ling Yin Temple and later moved to Jingci Temple. His
dharma name was Dao Ji, though he was better known as Ji Dian,
referring to his eccentric and unpredictable behaviors. Truth is, he was
not any ordinary monk—he was one of a kind. He drank liquor and he
ate meat. He refused to abide by any rules. But all that eccentricity was
just a facade. Everything he did has two purposes: to save or benefit

others—in disguise.

One day, he was walking with a friend and saw a vat of fermented
sauce in front of a house. When he first saw it, he uttered "Oops" twice
but he kept walking. After a short while, he turned back and did
something that surprised not only his friend but also the servant of the
house. He took off his pants and squatted on the vat, using it as the
toilet. Right after he finished his thing, he ran off quickly with his friend,

leaving the servant vexed and distressed.

Still, the scared servant pulled himself together to report this
unfortunate event to his master. Equally disturbed and supremely

outraged, the master yelled that he would surely have the mad monk

B6 One Mad Monk A Buddha in Disguise



captured and sent to the court. One of his
neighbors told him that it would be of no use,
since the so-called mad monk had nothing but
the rags he was wearing. The master sighed and
could not but throw a good vat of sauce away.
He ordered two of his strong servants to pour the
vat of sauce into the gutter. What happened next
terrified the master and changed his mind. Inside
the vat were not only the sauce but also a nest of
unsolicited visitors. As the sauce was poured into
the gutter, two large poisonous snakes slithered
through the mouth of the vat. The two servants
were shocked and dropped the vat onto the
ground. The vat shattered and what remained on
the ground were not only the sauce but also
countless small snakes. It was then that the
master realized what the mad monk did was
trying to save his family's lives. He sent his
servants to look for the monk, but the monk was

nowhere to be found.

As seen in the story, Dao Ji's doings are
permeated with Zen—only that they lean on the
playful side. Whatever he did, he did not explicitly
state his intentions unless necessary. Like all other
Buddhas and Saints, he tried to save and benefit
others. But he set himself apart by shaking things
up. He refused to be shackled by the earthly laws
and regulations. Therefore, what seemed to be
tricks or pranks at first turned out to be great

benefits or favors.

In a way, Dao Ji's doings open our eyes to the
true spirit of Tao cultivation. Tao cultivation is not
about chanting mantras or sutras all day long

because the Truth does not lie in the sutras.

Rather, it is about how one explores and studies
the true self or the "heart sutra" and holds on to
it. Also, Tao cultivation is about how to benefit
others and putting others’ benefits before one's
own. In the story, what Dao Ji did was to save the
lives of the family—by disgracing himself. He
cared nothing about his public image. What really
mattered to him was whether the family was
saved. He could be belittled, demeaned, or
humiliated, as long as other people were saved
and benefited.

Equally important, Tao cultivation is about
getting rid of one's false self and avoiding being
tied down by one's ego. When endowed with
iddhi power (supernatural power), ordinary
people would be quick to abuse and cash in on it.
People tend to think of themselves only and how
they can use this power to obtain fame and
wealth. But not Dao Ji. He would even do
everything he could to shun the thank-you from
others as shown at the end of the story. Other
people might exploit this power and claim to be
heavenly teachers or patriarchs. But not Dao Ji.
He knew too well that being a holy teacher
meant responsibility rather than power or
privilege. Nonetheless, he became a teacher
centuries later, not because he desired the fame,
but because he couldn't bear to stand by and
watch the sufferings of sentient beings. He then
dedicated himself to the Last Salvation. As you
might have guessed, he is best known among his
contemporaries and people in the following
generations as Ji Gong Living Buddha, or Shi Zun
among his disciples—that is, every Tao member,

including you and me.
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Youth Speak
for Themselves

Home Temple
Opening in Holland

M Winnie Cheung (U.K.)

o you have the confidence to persevere
Dinto the unknown? The Elder and the
seniors have always emphasised that we need to
have faith in ourselves and with the support of
the Teacher and people around us, we can
achieve what we want. Where there is a will,

there is a way.

In October 2005 during the dharma gathering
at Ying Chi Temple in London, my mother met
Elder Koo for the first time. Even though my
mother has obtained Tao for more than two
decades, this was the first time she met Elder Koo
in person. Due to different commitments, she has
never had the chance to attend any dharma
gatherings over the years since we emigrated to
Holland. Elder Koo was really kind and suggested
to my mother that she use this dharma gathering
opportunity to take on the vow to open a home
temple in Holland so that she would be able to
cultivate and practise her propriety and to help
propagate Tao to others. Initially, she was
concerned about her own ability and not
confident enough to take this vow. After a few
days with Elder Koo's kindness and Master
Wong's encouragement, my mother finally
gained the confidence and decided to take on this

vow to open a home temple. Everyone was so

Bl

delighted about her vow, especially my mother's
sister, aunt Mei Shan who introduced us to obtain
Tao.

In summer 2006, on behalf of Elder Koo,
three Masters: Master Keh, Master Wu and
Master Lau went to Holland to decide on the
most suitable room for the home temple. In early
2007, Master Lau and Master Mo liased with my
mother to arrange sending all temple furniture
pieces and temple-related necessities from Hong
Kong to Holland. Just after the summer time, a
Tao brother, Mr Wong from Hong Kong, went to
Holland and started to refurnish the whole loft
and put the temple furniture in place to prepare

for the home temple opening.

In October last year after the dharma
gathering at Wai Tak and Ying Chi Temple, Elder
Koo, all Masters and seniors travelled directly
from London to Holland to prepare for the
opening ceremony celebration. They arrived a
few days before the actual opening day and did
some last-minute preparations and ritual
rehearsals. Amongst the attendants were also my
aunts, two from the US and one from Hong
Kong. Their attendance gave my mother huge

support. In fact, they were the ones who have
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continuously given my mother guidance and
strength to keep on cultivating during all the

years.

The big day of the home temple opening
celebration finally arrived. It was the 15th of
September in the Chinese /Lunar calendar (25th
of October 2007), commonly known amongst the
Chinese as the Mid-Autumn Festival. All of us
were full of joy and excitement as many of our
family and friends, including some of our Dutch
friends, had obtained Tao. With the Grace of
God, we were very lucky to be able to obtain Tao
and to cultivate it. Having a home temple
established has allowed us to help others so that
more and more people can obtain Tao and
eventually cultivate it. | sincerely appreciate Elder

Koo's kindness to encourage my mother to take

on this vow. Without her encouragement and
support, my mother would never take this step

forward in her cultivation path.

| am truly grateful to Elder Koo, all Masters,
seniors and Tao members who have contributed
so much to this home temple. Without their
advice, support, guidance and encouragement,
this home temple would never exist and my
mother would not be able to have the chance
ever to fulfil her actual duty as a Tan Zhu. Once |
heard a saying: every decision we make and every
action we take has meaning, and affects
everything else — now and always. | hope that the
establishment of this home temple will be
meaningful for all of us, affect others in an
enlightening and positive way and that more

people can join us in our Dharma Ship.

CALL | fee.
Heard a great story lately;

FOR

Wish to share your opinions about life;
Are touched by something happened during a recent dharma gathering;

Have something to say about the bitterness and sufferings of life;

ARTICLES

Admire the selfless devotion and sincere cultivation of some fellow practitioners;
See the truth or have an epiphany lately;

Have some books to recommend;

Want to share your thoughts about cultivation and/or propagation of Tao;

Feel delighted after attending a dharma gathering;

Wish to share you insights into the sutras, the classics, or any Tao books;

: WRITE TO US!!I

= A Don't be shy. Don't be coy. Wherever you are, whatever you feel, you can always
= i ) 1 write to Borde, the perfect channel to repay Heaven's Grace and the Holy Teachers'
: ~ Virtues as well as to spread dharma. Verbalize your feelings, visualize your joy, and
. ; g!al\/anize your Tao brothers and sisters! The writings can be of any length, of any
ﬁ: topic, and in any language. Don't hesitate. Write NOW and submit to

Borde Quarterly
P.O. Box 47-91, Taipei City, Taiwan

E-mail: cc_borde@yahoo.com.tw

Donation of money is limited. Spreading of dharma is not.

Practice and Vows of Samantabhadra:

"Dharma offerings are the very best among all kinds of offerings."
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Youth Speak
for Themselves

How It All Started 1)

M Amelia Angdjaja (Indonesia)

My Childhood
was born in a small town of Sulawesi Island in Indonesia. The town's
Itemple is a combined temple of Confucianism and Buddhism. Both
temples built individually side by side but there is a connecting door inside
the temples, so we can go in from the Confucianism temple and get out
from the Buddhism temple or vice versa. As a result, the town's Chinese
children get educated by both beliefs; Confucianism as a Chinese culture
heritage and Buddhism as a formal religious education needed for the
school report book. Every Sunday morning there would be a Buddhism
class for students, consisting of lectures and a test in which students
answered questions on paper based on the lecture. The results would be

given to the school as the Religion's subject grades.

During a Deity or Buddha's special day, the Chinese families would go
to the Confucianism temple, bringing offerings and praying together. After
praying, the adults would sit together and chat while the children played.

When | was 8 or 9 years old, there was a Buddhism gathering which |
attended with a close friend of mine, and | asked my mother's permission
to be baptized as a Buddhist.

Our family moved to the second largest city of Indonesia when |
finished my Elementary 3. | was enrolled in a Catholic school until |
finished my Secondary school education. Studying in a Catholic school
means to learn Catholic as a Religious education, from attending church
masses during special days, to joining a retreat every year and yearly

Christmas praying in the school's chapel.

How | obtained Tao
One night our family went to a house and we were escorted to the

second floor for the ceremony. That night, three of us (my father, my
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younger brother and me) obtained Tao. Many years after that, out
of curiosity, | asked my mom how the three of us obtained Tao. She
told me that one day she met a Taiwanese lady at a supermarket.
The lady asked my mom how to cook a certain Indonesian
vegetable and then she invited my mom to come to visit her house.
The lady said that there was a Mandarin class for children in her

house. Thus my mom brought us to the lady's house to obtain Tao.

| didn't realize the importance and preciousness of Tao at that
time. What | knew was | couldn't reveal the Three Treasures to
anyone outside the temple. After that, my mom registered my
younger brother and | to the Mandarin class in temple. The
Mandarin class was on Saturday nights from 7.30 until 9. There
were other kids and young adults in the class. We didn't know
other people. We just came to attend the class and went home

when the class finished.

Studying overseas

When | finished my junior high school, | told my parents that |
wanted to continue my studies in Singapore, following my cousins’
footsteps and wanting to escape from the mocking orientation
week, which is the custom of being a new student entering a high
school in Indonesia. | have heard stories from my older cousin that
when she entered a high school, there was a week of orientation
and new students were introduced to the school premises and
facilities and given task to collect signatures from the senior
students’ representatives to be able to 'pass' from the orientation
week. Usually, the new students would be asked to do silly acts
before being given the signature, like singing a song while
changing some of the vowels, dancing, flirting with a senior, and so

on.

Graduated from a Singapore high school, | continued my
studies in Australia. | rented a room beside a temple and stayed
with the other overseas students. | was told that we can not cook
meat in that house because we're staying in a temple. Outside the
temple, | was eating meat. Sometimes I'd attend temple activities,

but because of language barrier, | lost interest and stopped going.

One year, there was a youth
summer camp conducted in the
temple, which was joined by
another city's youth. One of the
youth leaders told me about the
youth summer camp and asked
me if | wanted to join. He said
that the youth summer camp
was different from temple
lecture classes, as it featured
more outdoor activities and
games. Being curious of what a
youth summer camp was like, |
joined. Despite the slight
language barrier (I had a friend
translate for me during the
whole summer camp), | found
myself enjoying the summer
camp. There was a playlet that
showed us what were the
'good' or 'bad' attitudes of
being a child in the family. It
was the first time | experienced
that learning a religious belief
can be fun for the youth. After
that youth summer camp, |
went to temple more often than
ever. | asked the youth leader
whatever temple things | don't
understand and | enjoyed the

learning experience.

To be continue
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Youth Speak
for Themselves

English Tao Qin and

Ren Cai Classes in Malaysia

M Winnie Cheung (U.K.)

ast December, | was very excited to be back in Malaysia to attend
the CTI English course for the fourth time. Time really flies, and |
cannot believe | have been attending this course for four years since 2004.
| never thought that | would make it so far to be able to attend all four
years without interruption.

The first time | attended the course was in
December 2004 and it was also my first visit to
Malaysia. | was delighted to be able to attend the
English Ren Cai course. As | had only attended
one temple course before, | did not know what to
expect in an English course. The course was held
in Country Heights Villas Resort in Kajang near
Kuala Lumpur. My first impression of Malaysia
was full of surprises. | felt warmly welcomed by
all the Malaysian Tao cultivators and they were
trying their very best to assist us. We could all
instantly learn from their sincerity and hospitality
and a positive attitude as a basic Tao disciple.

Upon arrival at the course, | was very
surprised that there were so many attendants
from different countries around the world, from
different backgrounds and age groups. It seemed
that all of us had one common goal: we all
wanted to make the most of this rare opportunity
to learn more about Tao in English and propagate

it to others. It was not always easy for everyone
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to leave behind the daily life commitment for a few days, and

afterwards all of us truly felt it was really worth it.

The course was very interactive. In addition to regular English
lectures on a variety of interesting topics, we also had other
activities such as practical sessions on propriety, personally
demonstrated by Elder Koo. At the end of each day, the last part
would be a reporting session when each group tried its utmost to
present their knowledge and understanding of the lectures using
different methods. Overall, the course was well-balanced, focussing
on different topics related to Tao that were easily applicable in
practice. We were well looked after by the host with plentiful
buffets served during all meals to suit everyone's tastes and dietary
requirements. There was also a schedule in place so that we could
sit with Elder and Dian Xi in turn and discuss our personal queries
related to our daily life as Tao members. On the last day, there was
a chance to join a one-day tour which we could relax and sightsee

in the city.

Without any doubt, | have truly enjoyed each year's course. |
also believe that the course has motivated me to be more
determined as a Tao disciple; a strong Tao seed has already been
planted in my heart and gradually | hope | would be able to
become a better Tao cultivator. Surely, | have built up a stronger
fundamental background about Tao living and about how to be a
better and a proper Tao cultivator. Yet there are more things to be
learnt in life and | am expecting more tests and challenges to
follow. | feel blessed that | have made some good friends during
the course and had a chance to share experiences and to
encourage each other in times. Using this opportunity, | would like
to express gratitude to Elder Koo, Dian Xi, all lecturers, the
committee members and all fellow Tao cultivators who have spent
so much time, put so much effort and energy to prepare and
conduct this course. There must have been many challenges and
obstacles organising such a course as every Tao member has his/her
own expectation. Organising this took such a long time, but the

effort was worthwhile.

As to my message to all English-speaking Tao brothers and

sisters: | would strongly recommend you take the opportunity to

attend the English course if your

personal condition allows you. |
can assure you the time you
spend here would not be
wasted. The experience will
definitely be one of the most
valuable chapters in your life,
something that you can use in
your cultivation path as well as
your daily life and that will
always be a part of the very

essence of us.
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Youth Speak
for Themselves

Real Happiness Comes

at a Price

—At the Expense of One's Ego

have been a so-called Tao cultivator for
Iyears and just started my career as a high
school English teacher. | thought | played both
roles just fine—until two recent events changed

my mind.

| thought | knew what dedication meant. As a
cultivator, | attended every dharma gathering |
knew of. | almost always arrived in temple on
time and | hardly left early. | did and took
seriously whatever | was told—to lecture, to be
the upper or lower administrator of rites, to
organize and perform temple activities, and to
help with other Tao-related businesses. | thought |
did a good job. At least that's what | thought.

As a cultivator, | also thought | met most of
the requirements of being an English teacher. The
students were taught about how to prepare for
their tests and how to earnestly and honestly
learn and use English rather than merely thinking
of it as a school subject. | fostered good
interaction with my students. | don't mean to
brag, but | did think | was popular among my
students.

M Editing Staff

And yet, | wasn't happy—neither as a
cultivator nor as a teacher. Or | wasn't really
happy. | didn't know why, but | knew there must

be something wrong with me and my attitude.

Then came the first of the two mind-changing
events. A Tao sister sent me an article from The
Chicken Soup for the Teacher's Soul. It is an
article by Beth Teolis, with the title So Little
Meant So Much. It goes like this. Sandra
McBrayer was the 1994 National Teacher who
once saved the life of one of her students. He had
received several beatings at school after his sexual
orientation was made known. One day when he
went home and told his father about the beatings
at school, he did not meet solace. Instead, he met
violence—an even more severe beating from the
father he trusted. Disheartened, he ran away

from home, making a living as a prostitute.

One day, he decided he couldn't take it
anymore. He wanted to put an end to his
sufferings. Still, with a smidgen of hope, he went
to Sandra McBrayer, the teacher who once
showed him kindness. When she opened the
door, she was shocked to see a skeleton-like

young man. She did everything she could to
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make him comfortable—offering him hot soup,
talking with him, and even drawing him a bubble
bath. Eventually, moved to tears by the sight of
the long-dreamed-of bubble bath, the young

man decided not to let go.

| was not much impressed by this story. Not
until I learned the following story about one
colleague of mine. Mr. Wang is a History teacher
and a caring father as well. | knew that he was a
thoughtful and sensitive man when | first met
him, but hardly did | know that he was such a
loving teacher. A couple of years ago, there was a
student who, for some unknown reason, was
kicked out of the school dormitory. He lived in a
remote countryside so that it would be way too
time-consuming to commute. It was two months
before graduation so that short-term rent was
almost not possible. Worse of all, he was prone to
steal. When things looked the most desperate for
the 12th-grader, Mr. Wang stepped in and gave
him a ray of hope. He decided to drive the
student home, everyday for the two remaining

months before graduation.

The reason why | wasn't touched by this first

story is that it is not mentioned how Sandra

McBrayer showed some kindness to the student.
But now | know it must all lie in her selfless
dedication. In other words, it's her attitude, rather
than her actions, that touched the student. In
both stories, the two teachers had every right to
have second thoughts and doubts, but they chose
to do the right thing. They put aside their
interests and concerns and commit themselves to
caring for the students when they were in need
and helping them when they were in utmost
despair. Both teachers were always ready to help,
whether or not they sensed the signs of trouble,
threat, or danger. This is the quality and attitude
that | have failed to appreciate and acquire. To be
a true Tao cultivator is more than playing by the
book. It requires watchful eyes to spot needs and
a warm heart and a strong hand to lend timely

and unwavering support.

I now know what the recipe for happiness is:
before one makes oneself happy, one must
willingly, delightfully, and actively dedicate
oneself to whatever it takes to make others
happy. To cook successfully lies not in the cooking
abilities. Rather, it lies in the three key ingredients:
sharing, giving, and caring, and in serving the

meal—to others.

uotes .
from therSC M Nancy

1. He that is good for making excuses is seldom good for anything else.——Franklin

2. He is rich or poor according to what he is, no according to what he has.——Beache

3. If wrinkles must be written upon our brows, let them not be written upon the heart. The spirit

should never grow old.

4. Most people seek after what they do not possess and are thus enslaved by the very things they

want to acquire.——Sadat

5. No man can lose what he never had.——Walton
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