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read from Borde

Our surroundings correspond
according to our presences. In
other words, if we exert good
influences, our surroundings will

respond in kind.

P59 (Space)

As Tao cultivators, we should
keep our vow to stay vegetarian.
We don't need to kill to be able to
satisfy our desire, tummy and

mouth.

P63 {Love, Eat, and Live)

What | learnt from this was
that in different situations it could
be hard doing the right thing at
the right time, but there will
always be a solution, and we learn
from the mistakes we made and
try to correct them or try to do our
best next time the situation arises

or in anything we do.

P69 (A Sip of Righteousness)

If it wasn't for Heaven's
blessing, today my mom wouldn't
be alive, or at least would have lost

her arms.

P65 {How It All Started)

This reflects the fact that
people may not realise; what the
temple provides is a unique and
somewhat rare environment in our

society today.

P70 {Enlightenment by More

Involvement)
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Space

pace is a vast place. Humankind lives on

the planet we called Earth. Earth is part of
the Solar System, which is part of the Milky Way
Galaxy. And the Milky Way Galaxy is only one of
hundreds of billions galaxies existed in the outer
space estimated by astronomers. There are
zillions of stars just like our Sun in the entire
universe. Astronomers also noted that the
observable part of the universe is only 25% of the
entire universe — the remaining 75% are not even
observable. In addition, the space is continuously
expanding, at a rate of 71 km/sec/Mpc. It is so
vast, so deep, and so magnificent that no

B8 Space

Ml Big Sam (USA)

technology exists on earth today can capture its
entire presence. Despite its greatness, the
universe follows a set of natural laws that

humankind is trying to discover and decipher.

Space can also be so microscopic that our
unaided human eyes cannot observe it. In the
world of subatomic elements — electrons,
photons, neutrons, quarks, neutrinos, etc. — are so
small that our physical eyes are not capable of
seeing them without the assistance of scientific
apparatus. In fact, some elements are so small

that there is no existing technology today that



can observe their presences. In the world of
molecular biology, cells, bacteria, viruses, proteins,
peptides, antibodies, etc. are so small yet
researchers are working hard to understand their
functioning in order to find cures to many life-
threatening diseases. Technology is advancing
continuously which is helping scientists to further
the understanding of molecular physics and
microscopic biology. Despite its smallness, the
molecular world also follows a set of natural laws
that humankind is trying to research and

understand.

Our normal walking speed is about 3 miles
per hour. Without the availability of technology,
our reach of space is very limited. In middle ages
when modern transportation technology did not
exist, for example, it would take 77 days to walk
nonstop (averaging 8 hours per day) from Hong
Kong, SAR, China to Beijing, China — a distance of
1,844 miles or 2,164 kilometers. Based on recent
evidential discoveries, archaeologists
hypothesized that in ancient times, early human
settlers took hundreds of years to migrate from
Africa to the Middle East. Nowadays, our reach
of space is much further than previously thought
possible. Now we can fly from New York to
Hong Kong, which are 8,049 miles or 12,953
kilometers apart in less than 15 hours. In
addition, utilizing the internet, we can instantly
see and talk to our friends around the globe. This

reach can exert powerful influences.

Our surrounding space is affected by our
presences. Our surroundings correspond
according to our presences. In other words, if we
exert good influences, our surroundings will
respond in kind. A simple experiment can easily
illuminate this effect. For example, if you return
home after school or work and constantly carry a
smile on your face and are cheerful for the whole
evening, your family members will feel very
delighted and joyful amid your presence.
Unfortunately, it is also true for the opposite. In
contrast, if you return home after school or work
and don't speak to anyone for the whole evening,
your family members will feel nervous and
anxious amid your presence. If we exert
righteousness at our presences, our surroundings
will be influenced to correspond with
righteousness. This is called Qi. Tien-Tao
cultivators strive to bring righteous Qi to our

presences.

Hog farming caught some spotlights recently
due to its negative impact on the environment.
Hog farmers crowd the pigs, dose them with
antibiotics, and spray out their drug-tainted feces,
wreaking havoc on fields and streams - and
eventually to all of human beings. On many hog
farms, the pigs' waste runs into a storage lagoon,
which mixes with feces, afterbirth, pesticides,
bacteria, and hormones, from which it is pumped
and sprayed on surrounding fields. In the United
States, hogs produce more than 119 million tons

of waste a year. The end result is that the
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unhealthy pork meat as well as the contaminated
vegetables from the surrounding farm fields will
eventually be consumed by human beings. The
implications to the health of their consumers are
unimaginable. This is a full circle of unrighteous
actions from human beings causing the
unrighteous consequences to return to human
beings. This is a karma that can be recognized at

present time.

Master Ji-Gong Buddha's kindly taught us
that "Be a clear water stream in this polluted
world. Be a candlelight in a dark, stormy night."
Our presences can change the future of the

world. This is Tao Qi. Our Tao Qi can return

benevolence, justice, propriety, wisdom, and faith
to the world where all humankind and future
generations can live in a healthy, peaceful, joyful,

and harmonious society.

CTl is the place where we can learn the ways
of Tao Qi — to make the world a better place.
With a solid foundation in the time-honored
values of Tien-Tao's learning and a dynamic
combination of theoretical and applied learning, a
CTI education prepares students for life-long
achievement measured by how deeply they
challenge themselves, how devotedly they
support their temples, and how selflessly they

help the world having a better future.

CALL| i
Heard a great story lately;

Wish to share your opinions about life;
Are touched by something happened during a recent dharma gathering;

Have something to say about the bitterness and sufferings of life;

ARTICLES

Admire the selfless devotion and sincere cultivation of some fellow practitioners;
See the truth or have an epiphany lately;

Have some books to recommend;

Want to share your thoughts about cultivation and/or propagation of Tao;

WRITE TO US!!I

Feel delighted after attending a dharma gathering;
Wish to share you insights into the sutras, the classics, or any Tao books;

Don't be shy. Don't be coy. Wherever you are, whatever you feel, you can
always write to Borde, the perfect channel to repay Heaven's Grace and the Holy
Teachers' Virtues as well as to spread dharma. Verbalize your feelings, visualize
your joy, and galvanize your Tao brothers and sisters! The writings can be of any
length, of any topic, and in any language. Don't hesitate. Write NOW and
submit to

Borde Quarterly

P.O. Box 47-91, Taipei City, Taiwan
or

E-mail: cc_borde@yahoo.com.tw

Donation of money is limited. Spreading of dharma is not.
Practice and Vows of Samantabhadra:
"Dharma offerings are the very best among all kinds of offerings."
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Youth Speak
for Themselves

Feedbacks on Annual Holy Gathering

ello, My name is Gary Thompson and |

Hwould like to present to you my

thoughts on Sydney's recent Annual Holy
Gathering, attended by Elder Goo.

We were all so happy to hear that Elder was
arriving soon because there had been some doubt
about whether she would be able to attend due
to bad health. But to our delight she was able to

travel.

The Annual Holy Gathering is a wonderful
time, for so many reasons. We are able to listen
to lecturers from around the world and talk to
fellow cultivators, both old friends and new
acquaintances. | am often asked how | found The
Heavenly Dao and how it feels to be a Westerner
in our movement, which | am more than happy to
explain. Then, if we are lucky, we might get the

chance to talk to Elder Goo.

| was very fortunate to be able to take lunch
at Elder's table. The table conversation was
mostly in Chinese, which | could not understand,
but | was able to observe the Elder while she ate,
talked, or simply while she was quiet. We can

learn so much just by watching her.

2008 in Sydney

B Gary Thompson (Australia)

The lectures during the two and a half days
were translated into English for a small group of
us at the back of the lecture hall, and we had
some wonderful lectures. It's a shame | do not
have the space to talk about each one here. This
year our Teacher arrived to talk to us via the sand
writing, to give us much needed heavenly advice.
It makes me feel warm just thinking about the
experience, which was over a month ago as |

write.

But | know that if we can keep reflecting on
the lessons learned during our Gatherings, and
take them to heart, we can only improve. After
all that is what those two and a half days are all
about —learning, improving, following good
examples and in turn giving good examples. A
chance to recharge the batteries and renew our

cultivation with vigor.
| am eagerly looking forward to the next one.
| wish you all an excellent year of cultivating

and | hope that we may be able to meet at some
future Holy Gathering.
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Youth Speak
for Themselves

Love, Eat and Live

t is finally the weekend again, an
Iopportunity to hopefully relax and take
things easier than usual. This morning, | went for
an English brunch with my husband at our local
cafe. The traditional English breakfast is a fry up
consisting of hash browns, sausages (in our case,
veggie sausages!), baked beans, fried eggs,
tomatoes, mushrooms and toast. As | was
munching away, | saw an advertisement framed
on the cafe wall with the phrase: love, eat and
live. | relish those words! They are words we
come across countless times in our daily lives.
They are also powerful and meaningful words
that we learnt as children. Nonetheless in reality,
how few of us really know how to put these three

words into practice.

Love: with the increasing violence, crime, anti-
social behaviour, conflict and wars within our
world, we don't seem to love others as we love
ourselves. Do we respect others as we would
want others to respect us? At the temple, a
variety of teachings show us how important the
meaning of "love" is. In different religions "love"
plays an important and fundamental role in
teachings and has been emphasised in all holy
books. If we could make a little more effort loving
others as we love ourselves, would the world be a

better place? We simply don't care as much for

B Winnie Cheung (U.K.)

others as we should do. If we put ourselves first,
who then cares for others? Yet small changes can
have a big impact. Overall we tend to
underestimate our abilities as individuals, how we
can transform the world into a place in which we
look forward to living in? If we don't change
ourselves first, we won't be able to inspire the
change to make our world a better place. At our
recent company's innovation session that |
attended, one of the speakers told us of his
experiences and the many inspirational stories
and events that made him the person he is. One
of those stories was of the star fish, a story that
encourages us to re-think our values, and shows
that we can make a difference even if it just

affects one person.

Eat: the media rightly pays great attention to
the worldwide food shortage and we read and
view reports on this topic through all forms of
communication. The food shortage is affecting
our daily lives in an enormous way. Increasing
food prices adversely affects all of us, making it
necessary for us to be more economical. | recently
watched a documentary of how a chef could use
the leftovers to cook a variety of delicious meals.
Many consumers buy additional food they do not
need. The major supermarkets typically attract the

blame for food wastage, with their attractive
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deals, such as buy one get one free, buy one get
the second half price etc. We as consumers
convince ourselves that it is more economical for
us to purchase more — more than we need. The
program told us how to actually save money and
save food. We then can help with the minimising

the food wastage and food shortages.

Another point concerns the well-known
phrase, "treat my body as a temple". It means we
need to be more careful about what we eat. We
don't want to eat things that would harm us; we
need to eat consciously, and we need to think
twice before we put something in our mouth. A
popular TV program called "You are What You
Eat," constantly emphasises how important it is
that we should maintain a balanced diet, and that
eating healthily is a must to keep fit and healthy.
As Tao cultivators, we should keep our vow to
stay vegetarian. We don't need to kill to be able
to satisfy our desire, tummy and mouth. Recent
research suggests more people are becoming
vegetarians for a whole variety of reasons. One of
the most interesting reasons given for being
vegetarian is that the world would not face any
food shortage if we ate the plants we grow,
instead of growing grass to feed the animals.
Research shows that approximately 200 acres of
land will only produce enough beef for 20 people
to feed on, whereas it will feed more than 200

people if we grow wheat on that land.

People can argue that being a vegetarian can
be unhealthy and lead to an unbalanced diet, but
can the same people argue that being a non-
vegetarian would give them a healthier body?
Statistics show that most children in the UK are
eating more junk food than ever before, resulting
inevitably in unhealthy diets and unhealthy

children. The UK government has done a great

deal to promote the importance of 5 portions of
fruit and vegetable a day for the population.
Major supermarkets have followed suit by
promoting special offers for vegetable and fruit,
and providing consumers with creative ideas on

how to include 5 portions a day in their diets.

Live: We certainly are blessed to be alive, and
we need to feel so. | feel especially blessed, that
each day | wake up in a free world (not necessary
the fundamental right for a lot of people around
the world), a healthy and loved person, lucky to
be a Tao disciple learning Tao's great Treasures.
'Live and let live' is a famous saying, and as we
learn again and again from our temple's
teachings, we know that we want to live a better
and healthier life by following the teachings of
Tao. We certainly respect life so that others can
live decently and at peace, no matter whether
they are human beings or animals. In our world,
we face daily challenges, conflicts, disagreements,
contradictions and adversities in life. It is so
tempting to deviate from our beliefs, thus losing
our direction like a lost lamb. We need to keep
our faith and not give up and certainly try to live
the life that we should be living, as our True
Teacher's disciples. Teachers have told us on
numerous occasions that we all are living in a
challenging, changing period of time, and that for
most Tao followers, our paths won't run as
smoothly as we hope for. We have to be prepared
for change and build a stronger heart and mind to
face the challenges that lay ahead of us. These
three words are simple yet powerful words. You
certainly cannot live without "love" and "eat",
right?
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Youth Speak
for Themselves

How It All Started (part 3)

Indonesian Youth Gatherings:
Birth and Growth
he youth committee's first task was
first to find out the characteristics
of the youth and the temple's mission, and
second to factor the characteristics in the

activity design.

There was a Chinese language learning
class every first to third Sunday each
month, starting from 9 to 11 in the
morning. After the Chinese class, an hour
was allocated for the youth activities
before the noon praying ritual and lunch.
The activities organized every week were
ritual practice, Dharma lectures, discussion

and games which were carried out in turn.

B Amelia Angdjaja (Indonesia)

Besides the routine weekly activities, there was
another half-day activity. The participants were divided
into several groups and given several tasks to compete
with. At the end of the activity, the group with highest
points would get a group prize. It was a fun way to learn

about Tao and share our knowledge with each other.

A Miracle

| was told by my parents that one day when | was
studying overseas, my mom and a temple member went
to a shop which was located beside a busy street. While
they were inside the shop and talking to the shopkeeper,
suddenly several men wearing masks on their faces, each
carrying a short machete, stormed into the shop. Within
seconds, they threatened everyone in the shop not to
scream nor move. One of them was in front of the shop
door, watching for police patrol, while another asked the
shopkeeper to give him the money in the cashier and
another was trying to snatch my mom's bag. The rest of
the gang stayed outside the shop, waiting for their

friends on their motorcycles.

Later on, in the police station, all eyewitnesses
testified that they saw the man who was trying to snatch
my mom's bag, actually attacked my mom with the
machete because my mom was instinctively protecting
her bag by pulling the bag towards her body. He
attacked my mom about 4 times; 2 times on the left and

2 times on the right. A man who saw the whole thing
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even wet his pants. Everyone who witnessed the
incident thought my mom should be hurt, at least bleed.
No one would have imagined that my mom would

survive, not to say anything of being unharmed.

According to my mom, she didn't see clearly what
had happened. She felt that someone's snatching her
bag and she tried to protect it. Then her vision turned
grey. She saw a shadow was hitting her with something
like a stick. Everyone was so surprised why my mom
didn't bleed at all after being attacked with a machete.
She didn't feel pain at all. The only evidence of that
incident was some minor bruises she got on her arms
which surprisingly didn't hurt when pressed. The bruises
faded after 1 or 2 weeks and until now my mom has no

scar from that incident.

After having recovered from the shock, my mom told
my dad that the night before the incident, before she
went to sleep, she felt the urge to read the Maitreya
Sutra (Chinese: Mi Le Zhen Jing). She read it for 3 times

before she went to sleep.

My dad said that it was clearly a miracle that my
mom could survive such an incident and it is the living
proof of Heaven's blessing to all Tao cultivators and
especially to our family. If it wasn't for Heaven's
blessing, today my mom wouldn't be alive, or at least
would have lost her arms. Therefore my dad urged me

and my younger brother to be grateful for Heaven's

1 Brainstorm to come up with ways of attracting
more youth cultivators.

We are like one big family. We cultivate and

N

thrive together in hard times, like the pine tree
behind.

3 A picture taken at the picturesque cabin in the
forest.

Youth Group Outing of
Ying De Temple in
Baturaden Purwokerto,

Cerntral Java

2007.12.23
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blessing by putting more efforts into the temple

affairs and cultivation.

CTI English Courses

Most of Tao- and temple-related books are
written in Chinese, which are hard to read, much
less understood by most of the youth in the
Indonesia temple. We can only rely on
lectures/classes given by the speakers in
Indonesian or translations from Chinese speakers.
That's why when CTI opened English classes in
Malaysia, we enjoyed a new hope to learn about

Tao.

The first time | attended the CTI English
classes was in 2004. It was my first time to meet
other fellow cultivators from other countries in a
temple event—people from different countries,
age groups and backgrounds. We're different, yet
we had the same spirit and purpose, which was to
learn and cultivate Tao. The course had not only
broadened our knowledge about Tao, but
nurtured our souls. It's like a rain in a desert,
something that we've been waiting for in a long

time.

| have attended some training, seminars and
other conferences, but nothing can be compared
to the CTI English courses. The knowledge, skills
and wisdom we learnt in the CTI English courses
would be useful for our daily lives and journey of
cultivation; they are not taught in schools,
universities or even in the society. Speaking from
my own experience of attending the CTI English
courses, | would encourage all Tao cultivators,
especially non-Chinese-speaking or English-
speaking fellow cultivators (even if English is your
second language) to seize the opportunity to
attend the CTI English courses. It would be an
extraordinary experience of your lifetime, a
memory that you'd cherish in your life and

wisdom that awakens the true self.

| am aware that I'm still in the beginning of
the journey; there are more things to learn in life.
Let's learn, practice and propagate Tao together.
Make the fullest use of our lives to live a life of

Heaven's will and makes a difference to others.

uotes .
from therSC M Nancy

1. If you find it in your heart to care for somebody else, you will have succeeded.

——NMaya Angelou
2. If you would be loved, love and be lovable.——Benjamin Franklin
3. Itis not easy to find happiness in ourselves, and impossible to find it elsewhere.——H.G. Wells

4. In war, resolution; in defeat, defiance; in victory, magnanimity; in peace, goodwill.

——Winston Churchill, The Second World War

5. | can have peace of mind only when | forgive rather than judge.——Gerald Jampolsky
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A Camp of Delight

M Kelvin Ang (Australia)

Y dwe)

This year autumn's camp was just like any other camp before. It
always was fun and amazing, due to the perfect organizing of

the leaders.

First night arriving at the temple, | already saw some familiar and
new faces. Seeing those faces made me reminisce the good times
we'd had before. Next morning, among the activities for that day was
the longed for amazing race in Melbourne city. Although most of the

Melbournians who led the team didn't know their way around the
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city, it was great fun finding something new in Melbourne.

In the end of the day, everyone went back to the temple tired but
gained lots of experience and fun out of it. After we have the long
night of the opening ceremony, everyone just collapsed to bed in
exhaustion. Next thing | knew was waking up half asleep with my
phone reading 6:00.

The second day's activities included each of the different dramas
related to the topic "Righteousness.” All of the dramas were funny
and interesting. Also we had different activities led by members of the
youth group. Each allowed us to gain knowledge and wisdom about
the topic this year.

Unfortunately, the days went by fast and it was time for the end

of the camp. But | guess time flies when you're having fun. I'm greatly
looking forward to next year's camp.
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First Look at Melbourne

M Stanley Chung (Australia)

very time | come back from the
Eyouth group camp, | feel
refreshed and relieved. From the time |
arrived (12:00 midnight due to flight
delay) to the time | left Melbourne
airport, every hour was filled with
excitement and joy of being together,
enjoying the blessing from our teacher.

The most enjoyable part of a youth
camp is always the people and places.
Having the opportunity to meet the
teenagers from other places of Australia
and learn about and communicate with
them is always fun, and having the
luxury to spend time with them to learn
Tao is a blessing from our teacher. It is
often interesting to talk to teenagers
living in various cities, from Brisbane,
Melbourne, Adelaide and even Alice
Spring. | remembered one of the group
activities was taking a photo; we had to
take photos that look unusual because
of the angle and the lighting in which it
was taken. It brought us to realise how
everything looked different in a different

angle.

The place where the camp is held
often makes it an interesting experience.
From the avocado farm in Brisbane last
year (not just avocados), to Melbourne

central which we went for outing this

bok at Melbourne

year, each place is unique in nature. Coming from
Sydney, | found Melbourne a familiar
environment with a different atmosphere. The
streets were clean, the buildings were new and
the shops were very stylish. How could the traffic
be so organized and different from Sydney? It
could be dangerous for the Sydney people as
there was sometimes a small temporary island in
the middle of the road where the light rail
stopped. It could be confusing as | was not used
to standing in between traffic. We also visited
some special art (graffiti) alleys, churches and
underground toilets that are not common in other
cities.

In the end, | would like to say thank you to all
the chefs and organizers for having us over. It
took time and effort to pull all these together and
it could be tiring to play with teenagers - who
seemed to have infinite vitality. | look forward to

seeing new comers and old friends next year and

learn about the topic — Integrity.




A Sip of Righteousness

M Bryant Hui (Australia)

'm glad to have participated in the 2008
Iannual Youth Camp. Getting to see
everyone again was awesome. Catching up with
old friends and getting to spend time together
once more was amazing. First night | wasn't
enough sleep and there wasn't enough time to
catch up. The next morning it was up and early
for praying and then breakfast (Many thanks to
those who had woken up early to make our meals
each day). After the breakfast, there was an
introduction to camp and it officially started. We
had many activities throughout the
camp....meaning less sleep. Despite the deprived
sleep, the fun and joy of the activities was not
lessened. Amazing race, Tao of the century
(questionnaire), activities in lectures all made the

camp so much fun and entertaining.

| have learnt more about Tao during the
camp. This year the topic focused on
Righteousness. What | learnt from this was that

in different situations it could be hard doing the

Righteousness

right thing at the right time, but there will always
be a solution, and we learn from the mistakes we
made and try to correct them or try to do our
best next time the situation arises or in anything
we do. Other lectures featured how to regain our
spiritual inspiration, and that we shouldn't always
judge things straight away when it could be
different to what you think.

Melbourne leader, Spencer, explained to us
about the vows and | decided to take 5 of them:
Being filial to one's parents and parents-in-laws,
being a full-time vegetarian for 3.5 years for filial
gratitude, avoiding and giving up smoking,
drinking alcohol and gambling, being a temple
assistant and attending all important temple
functions. | hope | will be able to fulfil the vows
to the best of my abilities.

In the future, | look forward to seeing more

people participate and learn about Tao.
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Enlightenment by More Involvement

H Steve Wu (Australia)

hree years on, the annual
TAustraIia-wide youth camp
gathered together again in Melbourne
just as we were stepping into another
winter season. This year, it was a
challenge in that the youth camp was
held concurrently with the Fa Hui. The
organisers did a tremendous job to make
sure that while the arranged programme
ran smoothly, the camp members were
also available to help the Fa Hui
throughout an eventful weekend.

The Topic and the Preparation
The topic for this year was

"Righteousness," a seemingly easy
subject to discuss and understand and
yet not exactly the easiest principle that
us human beings are capable of living by

day in and day out.

Beginning with the Melbourne
drama preparation, it was easy to feel
that there was something different
about this year's event, at least from
Melbourne's point of view. The LYG
leader, Spencer, held a discussion with
the LYG members two months ahead of

enment by More Involvement

the camp and emphasised on how important it
was for each individual of the group to contribute
and share the responsibility. The message was
clear and the meeting set the tone for a successful

youth camp to come.

More Process than Outcome

In the past years, | personally chose either not
to attend the annual camp held in other cities or
played a role that had minimal contribution in the
preparation leading up to the event. To me, the
youth camps in those years were the only two or
three days that they were held on. This year was
different. It felt like the camp started two months
earlier, while the only difference was that only
with the local youth group first. We all knew that
we would be joined by our friends and 'tao-peers'
from interstate soon, and we all knew that we
would not want to disappoint them as the host of
the event.

The drama shooting started from Suzanne
writing up the initial script, the group
brainstorming for some more ideas, to casting
and the actual acting and improvising. It was an
amazing and truly collaborative production as
everyone one played a unique role throughout
the shooting. Each individual was more than their
"defined" role in the drama. Everyone became
the script writer to chip in ideas that would create
more "humour" factors; everyone became the
costume designer as they shared their creative

ideas (with some 'wacky' ones); everyone became



the director as they suggested the best angle to
shoot the scene. The end result? The movie was
not going for an Oscar nomination, but we did
not need the likes of Steven Spieldberg or Lee
Ann to produce something that we were all proud
of.

Temple — A Unique Environment
in Today's Society

Overall, the three-day event was filled with a
series of activities and interactive lectures with
topics centred on "Righteousness." More
important than everyone's participation
throughout the camp was the chance to see
people of all ages contributing and doing the
'Right' things to help and support each other. This
reflects the fact that people may not realise; what
the temple provides is a unique and somewhat
rare environment in our society today. Whether it
is at school, at work, at social clubs or even at
home, there is not a place or an environment

where people consistently preach the importance

of 'truth' or the 'right principles' in life, and

emphasise on how important it is to apply them
into our daily lives. In a way, the temple is an
inventory that stores endless 'food for
enlightenment'. As each one of us gets busy and
sometimes lost in all aspects of our daily lives, we
must remind ourselves of the teachings from our
teachers, our 'would-have' behaviours whilst
we're in temple and that we should come back to
the temple to recharge ourselves and direct us
back to the right path in life.

All'in all, the camp was a successful one and it
provides a lot of takeaways for each one of us.
We would all hope and wish that these takeaways
will last us for eternity or at least long enough for
us till we meet the next time.
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Tian-De (Heaven's Grace) Youth Group is having an outing. The

sun is setting while David and Tina sit on the meadows,

enjoying the view.

David:

Tina:

David:

It is so....beautiful. | can't find another word for it. It is a pity
that we didn't have the camera, or | would love to get a picture
of this.

I know. It is awesome, isn't it? The pictures are great, but
nothing compares to the real thing.

| know you're right, but | just want to keep this. | just want

to....freeze it.

A Glimpse of Tao ...

72 A Glimpse of Tao

The

over.

Hui-jun
David:

Hui-jun:

David:

Hui-jun:

David:

Hui-jun:

David:
Tina:
David:

Tina:

group leader, Hui-jun, overhears their conversation and comes

: (to David) What's all that glum face about?

Nothing. It's silly. I don't want the sun to set. That's all.

Neither do I. (pause) But you know it's going to set, right?
Yeah.

Itis Tao then.

(surprised) What?

You're a lucky guy, you know that? You just touched upon an
important aspect of Tao.

(confused) What do you mean?

| thought you were the expert. Aren't you Chinese?

Are you teasing me? (blushes) | may be Chinese, but honestly, |
don't know more about Chinese culture than you. (pretends to
be mad) | hate it when people presume that | must know about
Chinese culture because | am Chinese.

All right. My apologies! (to Hui-jun) You were saying?




Hui-jun:

David:
Hui-jun:

Tina:

Hui-jun:

David:

Tina:

Hui-jun:

This is Tao. Things come and go. They
never remain the same. That's why we
have day and night and that's why we
have the four seasons.

| see. That is the so-called Law of
Nature, right?

Right.

And why is that important?

Most things in nature come in cycles,
which means we have to do the right
thing at the right time. For example, we
should work at daytime and sleep at
night, not the other way around.
(embarrassed) You know | usually have a
lot on my plate. And there always isn't
enough time...

For fun? Come on, you know you can
manage your time better.

Tina is right. Think about this: does it
help if a farmer tries to sow the seeds in
winter? The season isn't right. You know
it would be unwise to expect a healthy
growth of the plants—because it is not
the Truth or the right Way. In short, it is
not Tao.

A long pause ensues. David and Tina are

immersed in their thoughts.

Hui-jun:

Tina:

Speaking of Tao, I'd like to say
something about the one thing that is
irreversible—time. As | said, most things
come in cycles, but don't assume that
everything is going to come back again,
at least not for time.

But there is so little time and so many

things to do. Besides, it seems we still
are not able to have many things
accomplished even if we spend all the
time working and stressing ourselves
out. | mean, it is like....a drop in the
ocean.

Hui-jun: That is true. But what are the feelings
that are associated with Tao?

Tina:  Happiness, joy, delight.

Hui-jun: And if you don't seize time and make
good use of it, what do you get?
Regrets, worries, unhappiness—they are
not the feelings that are associated with
Tao. So you see, when you search your
feelings, look inside your heart, your
heart will tell you what is and what is
not Tao. When it doesn't feel right,
when you feel uncomfortable, it is most
likely that you do not follow Tao. In this
case, you don't make good use of your
time.

Tina:  Thank you, Hui-jun. | now have an even
better understanding of Tao.

David: An outing and a lesson. Two birds. (All
laugh.)

Hui-jun: Who else is hungry? | know a wonderful
place around here.

Tina: Now that you mentioned it, we're
running a little late. It's time for dinner.

Hui-jun: Ok, let's go. I'll get everyone else.

Other group members slowly walk toward
Hui-jun, asking about what they'll have for
dinner. David and Tina take a final look at the
clouded sunset, smiling at each other before they

join the group.
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