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HBig Sam (USA)

Spiritual Security

N owadays, many people have computers.
For instance, the United States on average

has seventy computers per one hundred citizens.
Unfortunately, computers are not maintenance-
free, and many users are struggling in keeping their
computers running smoothly. A friend recently
complained to me how slow his computer is running
recently while it is behaving strangely. He asked me
to troubleshoot the technical issues, and perhaps |
could help to restore its performance to an optimal
level comparable to when it was brand new. After
thirty minutes of examining his computer, it became
obvious that the computer was seriously virus-
infested. His computer was full of viruses, spywares,

botnets, and all kinds of malwares.

My friend's internet browsing history revealed
how his computer was so severely infested. He
visited all kinds of dangerous websites, opened emails
and attachments from unknown authors, acted on
communications from phishing sites, and used peer-
to-peer networking (i.e. bit-torrent downloads). My
friend's computer had been taken control by many
viruses and spywares which led to poor operating
performances and strange behaviors. Basically, his
computer was victimized by his reckless behavior of
using the World Wide Web.

-
—
-
-

After spending a few hours repairing his
computer's operating system, the only viable solution
was to re-install its operating system, applications,
and personal data. The infested computer was so
corrupted that there was no easy nor safe way to fix
all those issues without starting from scratch. After
the reinstallation process was completed (which
consumed another several hours), | also installed
a suite of internet security software. The internet
security software suite has antivirus, firewall, and
intrusion protection from online hazards. The
software suite is to help protecting my friend's
computer from the attacks of viruses and malwares in

the future.

The experience reveals to me that our soul is

similarly subject to constant attacks from viruses
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and malwares. Our eyes see inappropriate images.
Our ears hear inappropriate noises. Our nose smells
inappropriate scents. Our tongue tastes inappropriate
flavors. Our body carries out inappropriate actions.
Our mind wanders with inappropriate thoughts. All
these behaviors recklessly expose our soul to poisons
and corruptions sourced from the outside world. Our
soul was originally pure and tranquil. Unfortunately,
our inappropriate behaviors are polluting our soul and
deviating us from the path of the truth. To guard our
soul against the attacks of these spiritual viruses and
malwares, perhaps we can use the techniques from
the suite of internet security software installed in my

friend's computer.

One component of the security software
is to prevent intrusion from online hazards. It
stops the computer from visiting dangerous sites,
prevents downloading of dangerous programs,
and prohibits the computer from releasing any
private and confidential information to the internet.

The focus is prevention. As a Tao-cultivator, we

58 Spiritual Security

must learn to prevent ourselves from engaging
in any inappropriate thoughts and behaviors. In
fact, Buddha's Five Precepts are to prevent us
from committing dangerous and sinful behaviors.
Buddha's Five Precepts include: don't kill, don't steal,
don't lust, don't be inappropriate, and don't consume
alcohol. These precepts halt us from engaging in
those sinful behaviors which can corrupt our soul.
The precept of "don't kill" prevents us from killing
all kinds of precious lives. The precept of "don't
steal" improves us in controlling our desires. The
precept of "don't lust" guides our actions to follow
propriety. The precept of "don't be inappropriate"
directs us to uphold justice. The precept of "don't
consume alcohol" helps us to follow our wisdom. By
maintaining these percepts, we certainly follow the
way of the truth and will distance ourselves away

from sinful deeds.

A second component commonly found in
internet security software is called firewall. A

firewall is designed to restrict access to a computer




by selectively allowing or blocking inbound traffic
and it can also control outbound traffic from the
computer user or installed programs. The firewall
helps to protect the computer selectively control what
inbound access and outbound traffic are permissible.
Tao-cultivators nowadays are not separated from
the society and their communities. They study,
work, interact, and socialize with the society.
Tao-cultivators are constantly bombarded with
information and influence from their surroundings.
Therefore, Tao-cultivators must learn to control the
external information and influence so that we are
not negatively affected. The best firewall for a Tao-
cultivator's soul is by following his/her conscience,
that is, the practice of goodness. If what we see,
hear, speak, feel, learn, and practice are not moral,
we must not accept them. If what the external world
feed us are not complying with the way of goodness,
we must reject them. On the other hand, we must
learn the way of goodness from the society, support
it in our daily life, and facilitate this way of goodness

in our communities.

The third component often included in an
internet security software is called antivirus. Antivirus
software is used to prevent, detect, and remove
computer viruses, spywares, and other forms of
malware. The antivirus software can scan your
computer's files, programs, and data to detect any
known malicious patterns or generic virus signatures
in executable code. When infected files are found,
the antivirus software will attempt to clean the
infected file if possible, or if not possible, quarantine
the infected file for subsequent user interventions
such as deleting or repairing the infected file. Tao-
cultivators are full of defects, flaws, shortcomings,
and imperfections—during the practices of morality
and conscience. A Tao-cultivator can make his/her
wisdom function as antivirus software for his/her

soul. His/her wisdom can closely and unbiasedly

examine his/her temper, bad habits, and rough
edges; and then the wisdom can formulate the
proper approach and form the mental determination
to rid of these undesirable characteristics. The virus-
cleaning process is not only done once—it is done
routinely so that when new flaw is discovered, one's

wisdom can promptly detect it and then eliminate it.

Of course, the easiest way of preventing
my friend's computer from infecting viruses and
malwares in the future is by asking my friend to stop
using the internet with his computer. In today's
society, this is probably not a reasonable request.
The internet can help people update with news,
research on homework assignments, learn new job
skills, collaborate on projects, and communicate
with friends and families. Like many tools, the user
ultimately is responsible in the proper way of using
the tool—the internet is no different. Tao-cultivators
live within the society and their communities.
They must remain engaged with others in order to
introduce Tao to newcomers, assist others to learn
the ways of cultivation, and face spiritual challenges
from cultivators' spiritual journey in returning to
the supreme Lao Mu. Therefore, Tao-cultivators
must equip themselves with an effective security

mechanism to protect their spirits.

Chung Te Institute of New York is a place where
a cultivator can learn the techniques in maintaining

safety for their spirits.
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Thoughts on Great Expectancy and

on our Brothers and Sisters of the Temple

B Winnie (U.K.)

riting this article was not so easy for

Wme this time round, as | was struggling

to think clearly on my subject of choice, and at the
same time, | did not want to rush into completing it
just for the sake of finishing it. Maybe | was, and am,
feeling quite stressed and also incredibly excited at
the same time, as | am extremely anxious about very
shortly giving birth to my first child (my due date is
in the second week of March) and the deadline of
submitting my article will be, as | write now, next

week.

Since my pregnancy, and through these
past winter months, | have been suffering and
experiencing lots of pains and complications
associated with my pregnancy, and have been going
back and forth to the hospital for regular check ups
and assessments. These circumstances have made
me realise how great and life-changing motherhood
isl | have never fully realised nor appreciated how
our mothers went through so much pain in carrying
us, without any complaints or regrets. There are
no words that | can use to adequately describe and
explain how | feel and of how grateful | am to my
own mother. | believe it to be probably true, that
men can never fully understand the meaning of the
suffering of motherhood, as they won't ever be able
to experience it for themselves, even though they
may witness, in part or whole, the suffering of their

loved ones.
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During this current difficult and ever changing
period of time, | have been made to feel that | am
running out of time from doing all the exciting things
that | always wanted to do. | want to experience
and achieve so much in my life, and have a whole
host of plans to fulfil, but physically, I am incapable
of acting and behaving as | used to. Also of great
concern and worry is the prospect of my not being
able to attend the temple so frequently anymore, and
that | will have to miss attending so many valuable
lectures. Recently my husband Andrew and | moved
out of central London, so we may have more space
as we start a family, but as a result, | cannot attend
my regular lectures in London as often as | wish, as it
is a much longer journey to and from home, and with
regards to courses abroad, | can forget all of these
probably for a long period to come. It is a great pity
that I cannot attend the forthcoming confession class
in New York, and | would very much love to attend
the confession class that is going to be held in Chung
Te later this year, as all agree this is an unmissable
class, and one so many of us have been waiting for
so expectantly and for such a long, long time. (For
those who will attend this course, you are so very
very lucky! And | will be there with you in spirit!) This
situation of wanting and longing for something, for
so long, reminded me of one of the temple sisters,
who once very wisely told me that "marriage is about
compromise”. | guess everything in life is about

compromise. We certainly cannot have everything in



life according to our will and wanting all of the time,
and we definitely need to work hard to achieve that

which we want.

| will have to set my priorities right at this crucial
stage of my life, to put my baby, my husband and
overall, our family as first priority. | will be responsible
for caring, feeding, loving, supporting and educating
my child, and | cannot be selfish in thinking of what
| want first. It will be my family that is put first,
especially my newborn child. Otherwise the family
of my hope and dream won't be complete. | do not
want to become a selfish mother and wife, who only
attends the temple and to her own wants, and not
look after my own family first. | do not want my
husband and in-laws to think that | have collected
negative influences from the temple; on the contrary,
| want them to know how we learn only good and
positive things from the temple, and how we try
to practice with those positive forces and principles
of the temple in our daily life, fulfilling our own

responsibilities.

We need to remind ourselves of the basic
principles in Tao. We need to have harmony at
home firstly, which is also the main Tao principle as a
human being. As Elder Koo always notes, we need to
settle everything at home first before we think "big"
and act "big". To create harmony at home, at work,
at school and at the temple, this is the main and
basic principle of Tao. If you, as an individual, cannot
achieve overall harmony in your daily life, you would
not be expected to be at the temple, helping out and

serving other Tao members.

Using this perfect opportunity, | would love to
thank my Master, and all Tao sisters and Tao brothers
at our temple, for their wonderful kindness and
love. They have all been incredibly understanding
and so patient and considerate with me, and | am

so appreciative and thankful to them. They have

not expected any significant input from me since |
became pregnant. In fact they have been treating
me like a queen! | eat double portions (as they say |
am eating for two), and | sit and rest when attending
the temple, and have not been helping out very
much with duties. All of the sisters and brothers
have been so supportive and have helped me greatly
with different aspects in life. Since | do not have any
parent, sibling or family here in the UK, the temple
brothers and sisters are like family members to me,

and have given me tremendous advice and help.

Perhaps this feeling of gratitude | have to others
also made me realise how important a role the temple
can play in our cultivation path. Why is the temple
so important? It is not only important that we can
learn and share our belief and faith together, but we
can share, help and support each other, during the
best and the worst of times in our lives. | have been
so fortunate and truly blessed by my having met the
right people at the right time of my life, and to still be
walking on this Tao path, | am so grateful everyday
for what | have got and what | have so far achieved.
| just hope that | can take and use every opportunity
to continue on my path of learning, day by day.
As Teacher has taught and has reminded my sister
and me during our dharma's gathering sandwriting
last November at our Temple, | should improve and
learn, always going forward and not going back.
Even if | learn a little each day, at least there will be
something | have learnt each day. | truly believe that
we will eventually get to our destination, so long as
we continue to strive to go forward and stay positive,
which is the right attitude to succeed. It is too easy
to give up going to temple when things go wrong or
even in contrast, when all things are going so well.
But we must constantly remind ourselves that we
need to take every opportunity possible to learn the

Truth with sincerity in our hearts.
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The Tao of Risk Management

HWWilson Wong (USA)

his article will discuss how being a good Tao
Tpractitioner is similar to being a derivatives

risk manager. You may wonder why a magazine
dedicated to learning Tao concepts has an article on
financial instruments. At first the two subjects may
seem unrelated, but one can use knowledge from

one area to enhance knowledge of the other.

Tao practitioners should ensure that their
occupations are compatible with natural laws. As
everything comes from the Origin, everything must
be related back to the Great Tao. Even the most
complicated subject or process can be broken down
to its simplest elements. My work in the financial

derivatives field is no exception.

A derivative is a thing that by itself has no value;
a derivative gets its value from something else. By
default (when we were first born) we did not have
intrinsic value, though we had time or extrinsic value.
In that sense, we were derivatives of the Great Tao.

Without our souls we are worthless.

Just as there are five elements in nature (wood,
metal, water, fire, earth), there are five major
elements in calculating the value of most derivative
instruments (rho, vega, theta, gamma, and delta).
The following is but a brief summary of what these

elements represent.
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Theta
represents
time decay.
M o st
derivatives

have finite

value and forces
prioritization of actions against this
inescapable force. At expiration certain derivative
contracts have three outcomes they either expire "in
the money" (favorable outcome), "at the money",
or "out of the money" (worthless). This serves as a
metaphor for living life. As humans we must make
choices that maximize favorable outcomes given our

limited life spans.

Delta measures how well the derivative follows
the underlying. Generally a higher delta will lead to
being "in the money" (favorable outcome). That
is not to say a high delta is a guarantee, it's only a
high probability. Vigilance must be maintained even
when in the money. All it takes are a few mistakes to
drop your value. For Tao practitioners, our virtues (or
lack thereof) are a measure of how well we follow

nature's laws.

Gamma is the rate of change of delta or
potential accumulated delta. Likewise our wisdom

represents future potential virtues.



Vega is a measure of volatility.
We can balance or offset volatility
through choices we make. For
example, if you see a hurricane
coming, you would probably stock
up on basic necessities, board up
your windows, hide in the basement,

etc.

Rho is interest rate sensitivity.
This is an uncontrollable
environmental issue. Just like with
nature, external forces make us
adjust our strategies in good times
or bad. We can't control nature but
we can control ourselves and our

actions.

Generally speaking, a financial
manager is seeking to maximize
delta, and gamma, while keeping
any eye on vega, and rho. Likewise
we as Tao practitioners are seeking
to maximize our value by following
Nature's laws given our limited
lifespan. We must also be alert and
be prepared to adapt our changing
environment. May your sincere
efforts lead you to expire "in the

heaven"!

Disclaimer: The written material
is for general educational and
illustrative purposes. The author does
not make financial recommendations
and does not condone making
financial transactions without proper

research and understanding.

You may have noticed that during the past year,
an increasing number of English articles have been
published in Borde Quarterly. In effect, we at Borde
pride ourselves in breaking new ground in aiming to
become the leading provider for English Tao articles.
Now, we aim to break new ground again by turning
our attention to diversity. And you can help make

that happen by contributing one or more articles

that address the suggested topics listed below:

1. The Beauty of Vegetarianism
You may approach this topic on one or more of the following fronts:
® mercy/compassion
e scientific evidence, including anatomy and nutrition
e solution for global warming
e personal experience

2. On the Shoulders of Giants

A cultivator is not alone on his/her path of cultivation; he/she stands
on the shoulders of giants buddhas, bodhisattvas, and saints. You can
discuss your supernatural encounter with buddhas, bodhisattvas, or saints.
Or you can share your personal research on the buddha, bodhisattva, or
saint that you most admire. Most important of all, recount your changes
brought about by the personal experience.

3. Changes After Cultivation

Cultivation means looking within yourself. By so doing, you are able
to examine yourself and correct the personal flaws. A changed attitude
and person leads to a changed life. Share the changes in your attitude and
life after serious cultivation. You may also address the changes in your
relationship with family and friends.

4. Propriety

Propriety is all about appropriateness and respect. In a world where
individualism prevails, propriety is required to renew the interpersonal
relationship and rekindle our faith in and respect for God and ourselves.
Share your opinions about propriety and ways to cultivate it. Propriety in
worshipping/praying may also be considered.

Deadline for Submission: May 15, 2010

Contact information:

Email: cc_borde@yahoo.com.tw
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n order to prevent losses, a combination

Iof sprayed pesticides, fed antibiotics and
debeaking are commonly employed. The excessive
use of pesticides and antibiotics not only can
result in adverse effects on the chickens and their
products, but could also upset the ecological balance.
Debeaking is a cruel process carried out, supposedly,
to prevent chickens from pecking others in their
overcrowded cages. It is a painful process and done
without any pain relief. Such tools as debudding
guns, hot glue guns, or cigarette lighters are used
to cut through bone, cartilage, and soft tissue of
the young birds. This causes behavioural changes
in the bird, indicative of acute and chronic pain.
Furthermore, the debeaking process could also result
in damaged nerve tissues which can develop into

painful tumours called neuromas.

The battery hens not only have their day/night
cycle artificially controlled, but they are shocked into
a forced schedule that involves restricting water for
about two weeks to have them lay as many eggs as
possible. Even though this practice was proven to be
too barbaric and was banned by Britain in 1987, it

remains legal in the US!
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«. Please don't be cruel to us
- be a vegetarian. (part 2)

M Stanley Chan (Australia)

The natural lifespan of a chicken can be close to
15 years, but under such intense farming methods,
battery hens live for about one year before they
become unprofitable to the farm. The intensive egg
production causes the hens to use more than thirty
times the calcium its skeleton requires, causing bones
to shatter. What's worse, the lack of exercise in a
close confinement results in muscle weakness so that
these hens can no longer sustain life inside a battery
cage. The remains of these poor birds are used for

chicken stock and pet food.

Fattening chickens (broiler) live for about 6
weeks before they are slaughtered. In this short
period of time they grow extremely fast from chicks
to half-grown chickens due to the special formulation
of the feed. This unnatural growth rate puts
enormous pressure on the heart and the immature
skeleton and is the cause of many health problems
in these animals. In many instances, these chickens
cannot reach food or water simply because their legs
cannot support the weight of their own bodies and

are left to suffer and die.



Although broiler chickens are kept on a common
floor in a barn instead of a battery, the living quality
of these birds is no different from those living in
a battery, if not worse. In a typical facility, around
300,000 birds are housed at a time with 40,000 -
60,000 birds per shed, which equates to each bird
having a floor space less than the size of an A4 sheet
of paper(see pictures below)! The sheds are dimmed
to keep the birds as inactive as possible so that food
conversion is maximised, while pecking and fighting
through frustration and over-crowding are minimized.
The production system is "all-in/ all out" which
means that for the whole duration that the birds are
in the shed the droppings are allowed to accumulate
on the floor. As the chickens grow, the air becomes
polluted with ammonia, dust, bacteria and fungal
spores which cause severe health problems for both
people and chickens. Around 2% of birds die in the
sheds from illness, trauma and starvation when they
are unable to reach food and water, or are trampled
by other birds.

To be continued
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Love and Let Live

B The Grateful

ove is the most phenomenal thing in the
Lworld. Love changes lives. Love dissolves
hatred. Love melts anger. Love erases indifference.
Love resolves conflicts. Love brings about harmony.
Love leads to joy. Love gives birth to sweetness. Love

fires up warmth.

The most noble love is without doubt a
Buddha's love—to love every and each sentient
being. The kind of love doesn't differentiate, which
is why Jesus Christ said, "Love your enemies."
However, as the saying goes, "Out of sight, out of
mind." When we don't see, we don't care, not to
mention love. But through Stanley's article, we have
seen. We have seen the cruelty and agony inflicted
on animals. And cultivators shouldn't and mustn't be

heartless, especially after we have seen.

Now that we have seen, we should care. Now
that we have seen, we should love. To love means to
respect and protect. To love is to let live. Therefore,
the best way to love animals (which are sentient

beings just like us) is to be a vegetarian.

Vegetarianism: An Act of Love
and Compassion

Instead of being heartless, cultivators should
have ci-bei. Literally translated, ci-bei means
compassion. Yet ci-bei means more than that. Ci is to

provide happiness while bei is to remove sufferings.
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Killing, no matter how humane the process is,
results in deaths. Death is the worst form of suffering.
But what makes matters worse is, as argued by
Stanley, the process of killing is far from humane,
which intensifies and prolongs the sufferings of

slaughtered animals.

Now that we see the cruel act of killing and
the inhumane process of killing, we have all the
more reason to become vegetarians immediately.
Vegetarianism is in and of itself an act of ci-bei. If
more people become vegetarians, fewer animals
will suffer and be slaughtered. In other words, the
growing number of vegetarians will remove sufferings

and provide happiness for animals.

Vegetarianism: The Best Way to Ensure
Animal Rights and Protection

Most people would be enraged if they witness
the mistreatment or abuse of animals. Some are
disgusted with the infamous Chinese cuisine—shark
fin soup; some protest against whale-hunting and
the Japanese delicacy, sushi; some are against the use
of fur; some fight to stop tuna from being put into
people's sandwiches; and some call for the protection
of endangered species. All of them fight for a noble

cause and deserve our utmost respect.

Yet there is an easier way to guarantee the

safety and well-being of all animals, which is to



become vegetarians. Better yet, as a vegetarian,
one does not solve the problems one at a time; one
solves all of them at the same time, even problems
lurking on the horizon and problems not mentioned
above. So if you are an animal lover and want to do

something for them, be a vegetarian.

Vegetarianism: One Sure Way to Cease

the Accumulation of Karma Debts
You will surely be terrified if you calculate your

daily consumption of meat. If, for example, you
consume 8 ounces (226.8grams) of meat a day, you
will consume 182.5 pounds (82.86 kgs) of meat a
year. Over a span of 70 years, the accumulated meat
consumption amounts to 12775 pounds or almost
5800 kilograms—an impossible number/debt for

anyone to pay off in one's lifetime.

Any cultivator in their right mind will know
how hard it is to pay off previous karma debts and
to cease the accumulation of newer ones. We must
do everything we can to clear the karma debts and
purify our souls. How then can we afford to amass
such a large quantity of karma debts merely because
we want to satisfy our meat-eating needs? Therefore,
it is not only wise but also necessary for us to become
vegetarians if it is our wish to become serious

cultivators who know the true meaning of love.

Vegetarianism is the best way to love animals
and the right path leading to true cultivation as it
entails the above-mentioned benefits. Yet some may
waver and others may wait. But time and tide wait

for no man. Don't wait until you regret. Make up

your mind and embrace vegetarianism NOW!
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Reflection of The Confession Class

B Bobby Mak (Malaysia)

iger Woods, the world renowned golf
Tlegend, recently gave a public appearance

to apologise to his family, friends and fans over his
larger-than-life infidelities. Woods confessed about
his wrong doings and deeply regretted them. And
right after his speech to the invitees, he turned
around and hugged his mum (presumably getting

some comfort over his repentance of his mistakes).

Early December 2009, with Heaven's Blessings
and Master's Virtues, Elder's Kindness, a series of
Confession Classes were held in Chin Shan Divinity
College, Kaoshiong. | attended the Confession
Class for TanZhu, RenCai and BanShiYuan. A total
of approximately 800 Brothers and Sisters from
all over Taiwan, and some other overseas groups,

congregated in the College.

A divine Confession Class like this is made
possible only with the Blessing from Heaven, Earth
and Man. The former two maybe a little abstract, but
those who attended the Classes will probably concur
with me. We have been constantly reminded by
Initiation Masters about the divinity of this Class and

hence no one should take it lightly.

The structure of the Confession Class is straight
forward. Like other Dharma Gatherings, it started
off with an Opening Prayer, followed by the Divine

Revelation, where Master Chi Kong Buddha came in
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to set the direction for everyone of us. After that, a
series of lectures led by Elder and various Initiation
Masters were conducted. These lectures were
meant to further explain the importance of a sincere
confession to God, and the effects of it. | personally
think the goals were met. | gained a lot out of these

lectures.

The night before the Confession Prayers, we
had been given time to write our confession scripts.
As | already identified sins | had made, from the
biggest to some minor ones, what | needed to do
was merely putting them down in words. There are
certainly some which escaped my memory but |
decided to deal with the big ones first. The lectures
and atmosphere of the days before the Confession
Prayers had very much helped me to achieve certain
emotional stability and mental tranquility to face God

with utmost sincerity and courage.

The Confession Prayers session went well for
me. | kneeled down in front of God along with other
brothers and recited our confession scripts. Right
afterwards, it seemed like a brand new life for me.
| felt much relaxed as my conscience started giving
me a break from guilt. The Confession Prayers, tiring
as it was (due to my inflexible muscles and a flat
praying cushion), was worth it, because over the next
few days, | felt relieved and had this unseen energy

to push myself forward in my secular and spiritual



works. While we prayed, Elder stood in front at the
alter, lighting up our Confession Scripts one by one.
| had a chance to go relatively near to snap some
photographs while the sisters were praying. Her calm,
loving and selfless expression was both touching and

inspiring.

The key point about the Confession is that our
sins committed in our previous lives, and 70% of
our sins committed this life, would be pardoned by
Mi Le Buddha, which was mentioned by Master Chi
Kong in his Divine Revelation and echoed by almost
every lecturer. After some Q&A with my parents back
home in Malaysia on the rationale of such Offer, | am
convinced that the Offer didn't come without strict
conditions. The conditions of 1) utmost sincerity and
2) true belief in Tao must be met. Otherwise, | can't

really explain the logic of such Offer to myself.

Utmost sincerity will include the sincere
recognition of our wrong doings through our
conscience, the sincere confession and repentance,
and the sincere and strong will to correct the mistakes
hereafter. While the true belief in Tao is straight
forward, to understand the Truth will lead to us
having faith in it and then once we are convinced,
never doubt the divinity of Tao. Only with these 2
conditions (in my humble opinion) will the Offer be
effective and relevant to us. It is a cool Offer, but
nothing is "free", so | still need to work hard and
lead a meaningful life of a Tao Cultivator in the 21st

Century.

The Confession Class also gave me two very
important lessons to be used in my life: 1) the
importance of admitting to our wrong doings and
hence correcting ourselves and moving forward as a
better person; 2) the importance of forgiving other
persons' faults, since we are all human and we make

mistakes.

Tiger Woods said during his apology speech that
he was not entitled to any rights to enjoy the sins (i.e.
the lusts) he had committed, and he too, would need
to follow a set of rules which everyone else follows.
We better say it louder and mean it more seriously,
because of the teachings we receive in Temple. On
the other hand, if God can forgive us, who are we
not to be able to forgive others' wrongs, especially if

they confess and repent?

It will definitely help in my cultivation, my work,
and my relationships if the above two lessons can be

practiced.

| am glad that | took time off to attend the
Confession Class. My real reflection on the Class and
what | really felt, is hard to describe in words. It is a
session where | feel | am really able to be a new me

again (as described in The Great Learning).

Last but not lease, | sincerely extend my sincere
gratitude to Heaven and Earth, Elder's kindness, all
Initiation Masters, and all brothers and sisters who
have made my trip to Kaoshiong so fruitful and

problem-free.

Wishing all brothers and sisters a blessed new

year ahead.
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TAO YOUTHS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES

Good Fortune & Disaster
Go Hand In Hand

B Thomas Ho (Canada)

uring the Chinese New Year, many
Dpeople observe the traditional custom of
putting up auspicious quotations around the house
as a mean of bringing good fortune. A lot of these
quotations focused on the idea of encountering no
obstacles in life, such as "May all the wishes come
true", "Smooth sailings along with the wind", "May
all things go according to everyone's desires," and so

on.

While there's nothing fundamentally wrong
with this custom, people should ask themselves some
questions while putting up these quotations: Is it
really a good thing to have only good fortunes & no
obstacles in life? Is it even possible to have only good

fortunes in reality?

Lao Zhi had told us the answer to the above
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questions in Chapter 58 of Dao De Jing, "Good
fortune follows upon disaster; Disaster lurks within
good fortune." Lao Zhi had clearly stated here that
good fortune & disaster are the two sides of the same
coin — we can't possibly just have one without the
other. In fact, if one day we are experiencing nothing
but good fortunes, we should put ourselves on high
alert as we know for sure that disasters are lurking
right around the corner. The following real story

serves to be a shining example of this concept:

Once upon a time, the Brazilian government
wanted to build a highway to connect up two cities,
city A and city B, which were hundreds of kilometers
away from each other. Several different proposals
were put forth on how the highway should be built,
and the Brazilian government couldn't decide on
which one to choose. One day, a very high-ranking
official opened the map, and laid down a ruler
connecting the two cities and drew a straight line in
between, saying, "The whole point of building the
highway is to allow people of the two cities to travel
effectively. Therefore, there is no better way to build
this highway than choosing the shortest, quickest
path possible." Pointing at the straight line he drew
on the map, he added, "Let's not waste any more
time on this. Let's go ahead and build it this way."
So the Brazilian government finally embarked on one
of the biggest construction projects in the history of

their country, building a completely straight highway



between city A & B that looked like this:

A B

Several years later, the construction had finally
completed and the entire country was anxiously
waiting to give it a try. However, ever since the
opening day, accidents were happening on a daily
basis. Every couple of days there would be a major
accident in which several people died. The Brazilian
government was in total disbelief: "We just built
this brand new highway with the best materials and
latest technology. How could this be happening?"
Succumbing to public outcry, the Brazilian
government decided to hire overseas consultants
to investigate the root cause of all these accidents.
After several months of intense investigation, the
consultants finally produced a report and the findings

are rather shocking:

1) Speed was certainly a major cause behind
most of the accidents, albeit not the only one.
Even though speed limits were posted all along the
highway, almost all drivers ignored or simply forgot
about it after driving for a while. It wasn’ t because
Brazilian drivers were particularly fond of speeding
or disobeying the law, but rather because of the
design of the highway which inadvertently promoted

speeding (see below for more explanation);

2) The "straightness" of the highway turned
out to be the root cause of all the accidents. Anyone
driving non-stop on a completely straight highway
stretching for hundreds of kilometers would naturally
develop the tendency to speed their vehicle to its
limits. Furthermore, long-distance driving easily
induces driver's drowsiness, especially on a curveless,
continuous highway like this one. Even if the driver
managed to stay awake, he or she would still be
highly prone to accidents as the monotony of the

straight highway caused driver's inertia. If suddenly

something happened on the road, the driver simply

would not be able to react in a timely manner.

The consultants went on to conclude that if the
Brazilian government wanted to keep this highway
open, they would need to modify it as shown in the

picture below:

The Brazilian government initially was
appalled by the idea as the cost involved would
be astronomical. At the end they realized they had
no choice but to open up the purse strings and
reconstructed all the necessary curvatures in order to

make this highway truly usable and safe.

As the Brazilian government learned a very
valuable lesson from this incident, we as Tao
cultivators should also take a page out of this story.
The completely straight highway represents good
fortunes in our lives. It is every driver’ s dream to
travel freely and effortlessly on such an obstacle-
free highway. Likewise all of us would love to have
an easy life without any difficulties and obstacles.
However, as the old adage goes, “When something
is too good to be true, it probably is.” If one day we
indeed are having a smooth ride in our lives, instead
of jumping for joy, we should heed the lesson of the
story above and steer clear of any complacency since
Lao Zhi already told us “disaster lurks within good
fortune.” Similarly, whenever we are having a tough
time dealing with harsh realities of life, just remember
all those obstacles are meant to be there in order to
keep us on our toes. As long as we don’ t give up
and persevere, we will eventually see the light at the

end of the tunnel.

Happy Chinese New Year to everyone!
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The Cobbler and the Ban ker

B Nancy

eople always struggle hard for gathering
Pfortune. We always believe that we will
provide a better future for our family and ourselves
as long as we make much more money. However,
does it occur to us that fortune cannot always bring
us happiness? The following is a story written by
La Fontain, which indicates the tricky relationship

between money and happiness.

A cobbler passed his time in singing from
morning till night; it was wonderful to see, wonderful
to hear him; he was more contented in shoes than
was any of the seven sages. In contrast, his neighbor,
who was rolling in wealth, sang but little and slept
less. He was a banker; when by chance he fell into
a doze at day-break, the cobbler awoke him with his
song. The banker complained sadly that Providence
had not made sleep a saleable commodity, like
edibles or drinkables. Having at length sent for the
songster, he said to him, "How much a year do you

earn, Master Gregory?"

"How much a year, sir?" said the merry cobbler
laughing, "I have reckoned in that way, living as |
do from one day to another; somehow | manage to

reach the end of the year; each day brings its meal."

"Well then! How much a day do you earn, my

friend?"
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"Sometimes more, sometimes less; but the
worst of it is, and, without that our earnings would
be very tolerable, a number of days occur in the year
on which we are forbidden to work; and the curate,
moreover, is constantly adding some new saint to the
list."

The banker, laughing at his simplicity, said," in
the future | shall place you above want. Take this
hundred crowns, preserve them carefully, and make

use of them in time of need."

The cobbler fancied he beheld all the wealth
which the earth had produced in the past century
for the use of mankind. Returning home, he buried
his money and his happiness at the same time. Yet
he sang no more. He lost his voice, the moment he
acquired that which is the source of so much grief.
Sleep quitted his dwelling; and cares, suspicions, and
false alarms took its place. All day, his eye wandered
in the direction of his treasure; and at night, if some
stray cat made a noise, the cat was robbing him. At
length the poor man ran to the house of his rich
neighbor; "Give my back." said he, "sleep and my

voice, and take your hundred crowns."

From the story above, we know that money
brings not only happiness and content, but also cares
and suspicions. Living in a wealthy family, we need

not to worry about hunger and homelessness, but



we will also lead a life with cares and suspicions. members love each other and respect each other.
Several years ago, there was a story in the newspaper This is the truth of happiness. Only love instead of
describing several brothers and sisters' enjoying a money can bring happiness.

bowl of noodles. Because they could only afford
one bowl of noodles, they had to share

the noodles together. To everyone's

surprise, they did not fight. They -
just shared it happily. Everyone just
took a bite gently, then turned it to the
next brother or sister. The simple joy was

not shared by another family—the famous
Wang family in Taiwan. After Wang Yong-Ching
passed away, all of his family members fought for his
fortune. They even went to the court to sue each
other. The farce has continued for more than one
year and shows no sign of ending. If asked to choose
which family to be born into, | would choose the
poor one. That's because | know we have love in
the poor family even though we cannot

eat well and live well. The family

BEAMOUSIQUOTATIONSH

. Money doesn't always bring happiness. People with ten million dollars are no
happier than people with nine million dollars.
—Hobart Brown

. The chief value of money lies in the fact that one lives in a world in which it is
overestimated.
—H. L. Mencken (1880 - 1956)

. The only thing I like about rich people is their money.
—Nancy Astor (1879 - 1964)

. Money can't buy friends, but it can get you a better class of enemy.
—Spike Milligan

The Cobbler and the Banker - Famous Quotations 73
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