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When a question is difficult and its
decision is hard to be made, you have
three tools available to guide you: “wait
a minute”, “when in doubt, don't do it",

and-“can | proudly tell others".

P63 (Yes, No, Maybe.)

| strongly believe | .am extremely
blessed being looked after by Heaven
and our Teacher, and to be able to know
Truth through my family, since | was a
child.

P66 {My Summer Time in Holland})

My experience confirmed the
Divinity of the 3 Treasures, and my
experience confirmed the Guarantee
that Teacher gave us, that if we do our
part as a cultivator, he will do his part
in providing us a smooth sail towards

success.

P69 (Gratitude (Part 2)%

One's spirit is strengthened and
one's capabilities are sharpened in an
adverse situation, even though most of

the time, one is not aware of it.

P70 {Bitter is Better)

Nothing is.more painful than
someone who can not forgive himself.
The blame coming from one's own

conscience is the most terrible one.

P73 (True Forgiveness)
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MBig Sam (USA)

Yes, No, Maybe.

n my high school years, | had a brilliant
Imathematics teacher who loved to
unexpectedly give pop quiz questions to randomly
selected students during class sessions. This tactic
worked really well to get students alerted in classes
and to keep all students awake. Students were
always surprised and caught off-guard. The teacher
was at least kind enough that the pop quiz questions
were often structured to allow the students to answer
with a quick yes, no, or maybe. Although choices
of reply were limited, the correct answer was not

obvious.

Our daily life seems to be filled with many
pop quiz type questions as well. Yet | wish that the
correct answers to these life questions can simply be
selected from the choices of yes, no, or maybe. What
life questions will we answer with a resounding “yes"?
What life questions will we reply with a decisive “no"?
What life questions will we return with a doubtful
“maybe"? Fortunately, saints, buddhas, and Master
Ji-Gong Buddha gave us moral guidelines that we can
follow to select the appropriate answer for each life

question that we face.

Yes. When the idea is according to Tao, the
Truth, morality, and conscience, we can proceed with

a yes. If the undertaking conforms to Buddha Rules,
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it would be a comforting yes. If the deed reconciles
with the Five Constants (benevolence, justice,
propriety, wisdom, and trustworthiness), then we
can answer with a yes. If the action complies with
the Eight Cardinal Virtues (filial piety, fraternal love,
loyalty, trustworthiness, propriety, justice, modesty,
and knowing shame), then we can carry out with
a yes. If the initiative benefits others without any
selfishness, then we can implement with a yes. If the
activity is righteous, then the answer is a resounding

yes.

No. When the idea is against Tao, the Truth,
morality, and conscience, we cannot proceed. If the
undertaking does not conform to Buddha Rules, it
would be an alarming no. If the deed opposes the
Five Constants, then we can answer with a no. If the
action differs from the Eight Cardinal Virtues, then
we cannot carry out. If the initiative hurts others
with a selfish intent, then we cannot implement it. If

the activity is evil, then the answer is an absolute no.

Maybe. We all wish that every life question
can be answered with either an absolute yes or an
absolute no. Life is complex and life questions are
indeed complicated. There are many of so called
“gray areas" that a simple yes or no cannot address

fully. Sometimes, we are just not sure of the correct



answer to select. Perhaps we are also fearful of
choosing either yes or no as an answer to a life

question. So we choose maybe.

Fortunately, saints, buddhas, Master Ji-Gong
Buddhas, Elder, and seniors gave us some practical
tools to help our decision-making process. The
following is sample collection of the tools that they
gave us to guide us in considering the appropriate

answer to our complicated life questions.

Wait a minute! Our daily life is so busy and
these days it travels at warp speed. We must
remember not to make a hasty decision, especially to
an important life question, because the consequence
could be damaging and not recoverable. A person
must first be clear of what is right and what is
wrong, separate the pros and cons, and observe
the difference between
goodness and evilness. Of
course, it is easier said than
done. Master Ji-Gong
Buddha taught us that
we must learn to use the
practice of “wait a minute”

to handle our life questions.

When a life situation
is murky, and we feel the
impatient urge to come up
with a quick decision, we
must still remain patient

and apply the practice

of “wait a minute.” Very soon, the situation will
become clear and that prevents us from making a
devastating decision. “Muddy water will always
become clear with the passage of time.” Therefore, if
we can wait till the muddy water becomes clear, then
our impatient urge will disappear and our patience
will prevail. There is no situation in life that remains
the same forever—time is the best test—to allow us
to wait for the emerging final display of the truth.
Especially with a false promise, the passage of time
is the best examiner to allow us to wait for the truth.
Master Ji-Gong Buddha kindly reminded us to detach
from all desires, not moved by anger, and uphold the
practice of “wait a minute”, then we can see life a bit

more clear. This is the secret formula of “patience.”

When in doubt, don't do it. When you go

shopping, you may have this experience—you really
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like a new piece of fashion clothing; you bring it to
the cashier window and is ready to hand over your
hard-earned money to buy it; but then suddenly,
you have a second thought; you hesitate in front
of the cashier whether you should buy it. You start
doubting if you really need the new piece of clothing,
or doubt if the fashion justifies its hefty price tag,
or doubt if you have the extra money to spend on

additional clothing.

Our conscience always tells us what is right
and what is wrong, but we just refuse to hear its
advice most of the time. Sometimes, we wonder
if we should look at certain things since they are
inappropriate. Sometimes, we question if we should
listen to certain things since they are gossips and
personal secrets. Sometimes, we puzzle if we should
say certain things since they could hurt others.
Sometimes, we perplex if we should carry out certain
deeds since they do not match the moral practice of
Tao. In fact, when we wonder, question, puzzle, and

perplex at these situations, our conscience is telling

us to think twice about these acts.

Simply say—when in doubt, don't do it. When
we have doubt, we should implement what Master Ji-
Gong Buddha taught us about the practice of “wait a
minute.” We should not procrastinate about making
a decision though, but we can consult with seniors
at the temples. We can reference divine revelations,
sutras, scripts, and Tien-Tao's books. When we are
not absolutely clear that the action is according to
Tao and will benefit others, we should not do it in a

hasty manner.

Can | proudly tell others? To validate the
appropriateness of your decision for a life question,
you can ask yourself if you can proudly tell others
about your decision. Can you proudly tell your
parents? Can you proudly tell your spouse? Can
you proudly tell your children? Can you proudly tell
your coworkers? Can you proudly tell your friends?
Can you proudly tell your relatives? Can you proudly
tell your employers? Can you proudly tell your Tao-
Qin (temple brothers and sisters)? Can you proudly
tell your seniors and Elder? Can you proudly tell

Master Ji-Gong Buddha? Can you proudly tell Lao-
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Mu (Heavenly Mother)? If the answer is yes to all

of the above, then your decision is likely along the

appropriate path.

| call this question the acid test. In other words,
this is a quick way to give you an early indication of
whether your decision is appropriate or not. Simply
speaking, if you cannot proudly tell others of what
you are going to do, the decision is likely to be
unjust, inappropriate, treacherous, and evil. These
are the kinds of decisions that a person would like
to hide from public views. The person knows that
the decision is a selfish one which would be viewed
by others as a negative, unwelcome, and against the

moral norms of the human society.

Summary. We all wish our daily life to be
simple, trouble-free, and not full of difficult questions.
Yet we don't always get what we wish for. When
we encounter life questions, we can consider the
practice of yes, no, and maybe to help us select the
appropriate answers. When a question is difficult and
its decision is hard to be made, you have three tools
available to guide you: “wait a minute”, “when in

doubt, don't do it", and “can | proudly tell others”.

Although no one can promise you the best
answer for every challenging question in your life, the
guidelines presented here can help you minimizing
the probability of choosing the inappropriate
decisions that are incompatible with Tao, the Truth,

morality, and conscience.

Chung Te Institute of Religions and Philosophy

(CTI) is the place where we can learn the tools to
assist our decision-making process in life—to choose
the righteous path in our daily life. With a solid
foundation in the time-honored values of Tien-Tao's
learning and a dynamic combination of theoretical
and applied learning, a CTI education prepares Tien-
Tao disciples for life-long achievement measured
by how deeply they challenge themselves, how
devotedly they support their temples, and how
selflessly they help the world have a better future.
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TAO YOUTHS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES

My Summer Time
in Holland

B Winnie Cheung (UK)

t is summer time again in Europe. Now that

II am a mother, the main reason why | love
summer is that | am able to go out with my son,
walking him in his buggy, and getting plenty of fresh
air, so we can both stock up on sufficient vitamin
D, before our winter arrives. This summer sun is
especially welcomed since we had a very long-lasting
and bitterly cold winter, starting from last December,
to April this year. One of the most obvious features
of our weather here, is that we need to be prepared
for the appearance of all the seasons in just one day!
Some days transport us from one extreme to another,
from dry with high temperatures, to wet with low
temperatures, and all the variety in-between. We
know that the weather forecasts are not as accurate
as hoped for, so we cannot rely on them entirely,
to know what to wear and what to take with as
we battle the elements. The weather with its every
change of breath can also reflect the temperament of
people, with the changes from one mood to another.
Observing the society around us, we discover that we
are no longer the stable, contented and friendly souls
we thought or hoped we were. We have become
suspicious, are jealous and selfish, and inconsiderate

and uncontrollable in many ways.

This August, | took my son to visit my family
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and friends in Holland and stayed more than three
weeks there. | was incredibly excited about the visit,
as it was the first trip away from England for us after
my son's birth, and the first opportunity for me to
visit again my family's home in Holland for over one
year. | regard Holland as my home country, as | spent
the most exciting, influential and important times of
my life there, from being a young child, through my
teenage years to my early adulthood. | have many
friends there with whom I still keep in regular contact,

thanks to the wonders of advanced technology.

This recent trip to visit my home in Holland
made me realise and appreciate how incredibly
important family and friends are to me. During the
first few days of my visit, we held a celebration for
my mum's special birthday. We had a wonderful time,
enjoying a gorgeous vegetarian banquet in a local
restaurant, and in the fabulous company of mum's
good friends, who we had invited to join us. This was
an excellent opportunity to introduce vegetarian food
to all the guests, and to show how we can still enjoy

delicious food without the need to kill any animals.

Sadly, a few days later, | received a message that
a good friend of mine has just passed away, following

a long-term illness. She was a Dutch friend, who



was far too young to die; she had so much to look
forward to and so much to live for in her life. She
was very intelligent, successful and wealthy in so
many different ways, with such a bright future ahead
of her. | still feel very sad at her passing and could
not stop thinking of her. Unfortunately, I was not
able to help my friend in her fight for life. | must also
note that she did not obtain Tao during her life on
earth, though there was an opportunity to do so,
some years back, when she was visiting our temple
in London. But she did not obtain Tao; she did not
understand its principles fully, and | feel responsible
now in a way that | did not explain well enough to
my friend, and convey all that | knew and felt about
Tao, so as to persuade her. Anyway, | hope and
believe that she is in a better place right now, as she

was such a caring and lovely person.

| have mixed feelings about death. | was never
really scared of death after | came to know more
about Tao; and whilst | have been witnessing death
amongst Tao members and have attended their
funerals, the fear was largely absent from my life.
Then | had my son, and my feelings began to change.
Maybe it is the sense of responsibility | now have, to
make sure that my son is being loved and cared for.

| hope with all my heart and soul, and | will try with

my every breath, to make sure that my responsibilities

as a parent are fulfilled before | depart this world. |
look to, and think of my husband's grandfather, who
passed away earlier in July. He felt that it was the
right time for him to go, as he had nothing more to
worry about, and nothing he needed to think of. It is
always hard to say good-bye and | must admit | can
be quite emotional in that respect, but | have learnt
throughout the years to be a bit stronger each time,
and try not to cry so much at the passing; but it so

hard dealing with the loss of a loved one.

Apart from spending time with my family, |
have also spent time with some old friends whom |
have known since | was young. Many things have
happened in our lives during the intervening years,
and it was so hard to talk through all the many
changes and events that have occurred in our lives,
in the short period of time that we met. But I loved
each moment being with them; it was so precious
to talk and share laughter, and to know they are a
special part of me, who have contributed hugely to
the person | have become today. It is so rare to find
a true friend who one can trust, as one grows older,
and | am so fortunate and blessed being able to keep
so many dear friends from my past. As everything

has its end, so my summertime in Holland came to
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an end. | wish good times would
always be there, forever lasting
and never ending, yet we had to
go back home and | have to take

care of other responsibilities in my You may have noticed that during the past year,

life. I just hope that I have more an increasing number of English articles have been

opportunities to spend much more published in Borde Quarterly. In effect, we at Borde

time with all my loved ones, sharing pride ourselves in breaking new ground in aiming to
happiness and being there, offering become the leading provider for English Tao articles.

Now, we aim to break new ground again by turning
love and support, especially during

our attention to diversity. And you can help make
the upsetting and difficult times. | that happen by contributing one or more articles

feel so sad for not being able to be that address the suggested topics listed below:

there for my friend who has recently

passed away, to be close to her, to

share her pain. | strongly believe | am 1. The Beauty of Vegetarianism

extremely blessed being looked after You may approach this topic on one or more of the following fronts:

by Heaven and our Teacher, and * mercy/compassion
e scientific evidence, including anatomy and nutrition

to be able to know Truth through

e solution for global warming
my famlly, Since I was a Chlld ° personal experience

Regrettably, | am very ashamed of
2. On the Shoulders of Giants

A cultivator is not alone on his/her path of cultivation; he/she stands

not being able to spread the Tao to

some family and friends as | wish | on the shoulders of giants buddhas, bodhisattvas, and saints. You can

could. | had so much expectation discuss your supernatural encounter with buddhas, bodhisattvas, or saints.
for myself to spread Tao, whenever Or you can share your personal research on the buddha, bodhisattva, or
saint that you most admire. Most important of all, recount your changes
I attended dharma gatherings or brought about by the personal experience.

classes. | realise now that | must
make an effort to start without delay 3. Changes After Cultivation

to fulfil this great expectation, as | Cultivation means looking within yourself. By so doing, you are able
to examine yourself and correct the personal flaws. A changed attitude
feel time is running its course and and person leads to a changed life. Share the changes in your attitude and
before | know, | would have wasted life after serious cultivation. You may also address the changes in your

too much of the precious time in life relationship with family and friends.

we have, running around in circles, 4. Propriety

Propriety is all about appropriateness and respect. In a world where
achieving little or nothing, certainly individualism prevails, propriety is required to renew the interpersonal
relationship and rekindle our faith in and respect for God and ourselves.

doing inconsequential things and

compared to what | had so very
Share your opinions about propriety and ways to cultivate it. Propriety in

much hoped to achieve. worshipping/praying may also be considered.

Deadline for Submission: October 30, 2010

Contact information:

Email: cc_borde@yahoo.com.tw
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TAO YOUTHS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES

Gratitude art2)

M Bobby Mak (Malaysia)

Iwas sitting on the floor as | turned around
and faced him. He was standing over me,
with the parang held high. He was still yelling, with

a facial expression full of rage (Comic 8).

He then grabbed my pouch, and | thought

everything was over (Comic 9).

But it wasn't over. He gave me another blow
towards my head. As a reflex, | tried to block the
parang with my hands. Imagine an athletic-built guy
about half a foot taller than me, swings a long knife
towards my head (while | am sitting on the floor)
(Comic 10).

That swing sliced some meat out of my last
finger and straight through to the back of my head.
| felt like another wooden ruler hit, but this time, it
caused my head and finger to bleed profusely. | also
heard a very loud scream coming from behind—

Caterine literally thought that was the end of my life.

The assailant then went off together with this

group of friends.

I was still calm. After checking with Caterine if
the bleeding was bad, | directed her while she drove

to the nearest hospital for treatment. During the

journey, | still had time to call the banks to cancel my
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credit cards, called my family and told them which
hospital | intended to go, while Caterine drove in

shock.

After my treatment and CT scan at the hospital,
| was cleared to leave the hospital. | was escorted by
the police back to the petrol station at about 2 am
the next day. The station attendants were surprised
to see me still able to walk around. We checked the
CCTV, and quite funny, | was the one facing the
CCTV and not the bad guy.

The Chain of Events
The following are the chain of events that led us

to be in the wrong place at the wrong time.

It was the last day of a business visit by my
mum’'s partner from Hong Kong. Caterine and |
intended to go to the petrol station at 9pm to fill up,
and head right home respectively. Coincidentally,
as we came out from the house, my mum and her
guests were arriving home, and since it was the last
night, we decided to bring them out for the famous

Malaysian-Indian pancakes as a farewell gesture.

We headed towards an Indian restaurant near
my brother-in-law’'s house, and we phoned him to
ask him and my sister out, but for some reasons, it
took them an hour to arrive — that was 10pm. We
stayed on and chatted more for about an hour. By
the time we headed back to our house, it was 11pm.
It so happened that there was another guest who
arrived from the Southern State, so | went to my
room to make the bed for him before Caterine and |

finally left.

We left the house around 11.20pm and arrived
at the petrol station at 11.30pm - two and a half
hours later than what we initially intended to. And

that put us in the wrong place at the wrong time.
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On hindsight, | can only convincingly explain to
myself that whatever has happened, it is the effect
of my past karma. A chain of complicated events
took place so smoothly to make sure | arrived at the
petrol station just in time to meet with the assailant.
We tried to adhere to common advice of not to visit
petrol stations late at night. We even tried not to be
on the road too late. But really, there is nothing that
can stop our creditors from coming after us when

time is up.

Happenings that are Difficult to Explain

There are a few happenings that in our view,
were purely the workings of supernatural powers. We
felt the existence of Saints and Deities protecting us

all the way. The following are some examples.

1. The parang used was not a boy-scout knife.
We use it extensively in farm land, and it is made
with heavy steel blade. | believe it was sharp, because
it sliced out some meat from my finger, but two hits

on my head and | sustained no major injuries.

2. During the attack, | felt | was blanketed by a
filter. Just like sitting inside a big transparent ball, his
yells seemed softened, Caterine's screaming seemed
to be very far away, and those two hits to my head

just felt like wooden ruler hits.

3. Throughout the incident, only 1 out of 6
men attacked, while the other 5 watched. Caterine
was standing in front (probably about 5-feet from
them) of them shouting at them, but they didn't

seem to realise her existence.

4. | was very calm throughout the incident.

Conclusion

That incident had led Caterine and | to be
more committed to temple duties. | realised on that
day, what saved my life were really Heaven's Grace,

Teacher's virtues and merits borrowed from my



parents, who are both heavily involved in the Tao
propagation work. On my own, | definitely would
not survive such an attack. Caterine concurs with me

on this—she watched the whole episode live!

The cultivation path that we all chose is no
doubt the genuine one. And being able to embrace
TienTao is by no means a coincident—it is all due to
our past karma which brought us this opportunity.
My experience confirmed the Divinity of the
3 Treasures, and my experience confirmed the
Guarantee that Teacher gave us, that if we do our
part as a cultivator, he will do his part in providing us

a smooth sail towards success.

The reason for becoming more committed in
our spiritual work, is not because God has saved
my life. Instead, it is because we won't know if we
have chance (i.e. still alive) to serve in the future. |

have also become less stubborn and less self centred.

So what if we are right? So what if we win an

argument? It only takes one crazy guy and a knife to

bring everything to an end.

As | prepared to send out this article, | spoke to
a client of mine over lunch, who is a devoted Hindu.
He said that “we really won't know what happens
tomorrow, so | will always try to give my best today
to my work, my family and my friends". This led
me to think as | drove back to the office — “more
committed towards spiritual work? Nope, that won't
bring us far if we have not given our best to our
work, to our family, to our friends.” | surely want to

be a balanced person, and today is a great start.

| hope this simple article will bring some
inspirations to all brothers and sisters as it had to
me. The Truth of Tao is there for us to experience
and realise, and like Elder always says, Tao is in our

everyday life.
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TAO YOUTHS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES

Bitter 1s Better

BYanlin Huang (Taiwan)

veryone likes a happy and easy life. No
Eprefers a difficult life. Case in point, the
2008 economic crisis triggered by the bankruptcy of
Lehman Brothers. Hundreds of thousands of workers
were laid off. Workloads were on the increase while
salaries were on the decrease. In Taiwan, employers
even came up with a new method to deal with
the crisis: employees in some less than profitable
companies were forced to take “unpaid leaves,”
sometimes up to 6 months. Worst of all, all economic

activities seemed to come to a halt.

Needless to say, that was a tough time for
everyone. However, every cloud has a silver lining,

including this recession. As all the experts and laymen
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alike raced to pinpoint the causes and masterminds
of this recession, the public awareness was raised and
the public opinion started to make a difference. CEOs
started to be more careful about their behaviors.
Heads of companies started to reevaluate their goals
and possible liabilities. Governments started to admit
to their mistakes and failures, take the public opinion
and the economic issue more seriously, and take
more immediate action and appropriate measures
to head off or rectify opportunists, policies, and
pitfalls that could lead to future disasters. In a word,
the economic recession served as a wake-up call to
help shatter the mindset of complacency and make
possible the collective momentum for an economic

redemption.

The same is true for self-cultivation. There are
always two sides of the same coin. When there is
an adverse situation, it is all too natural for one to
look on the dark side. It is only in looking back that
one can sincerely appreciate the lesson learned from
the adversity. One's spirit is strengthened and one’s
capabilities are sharpened in an adverse situation,

even though most of the time, one is not aware of it.

| read an interesting article some time ago.
In this article, the author coins a term, “Catfish
Effect,” to show the unconscious benefits of an

adverse situation. It is said that in the past, Japanese



fishermen were frustrated to find that all the eels they
brought back were all dead when fishermen arrived
at the port. There was one exception: there was a
fisherman who went fishing with others but went
back with living eels. This fisherman could double his
price because of his fresher catch, and he went on to

become a millionaire.

At his deathbed, he revealed the secret to
his son. He simply threw in several catfish. Catfish
and eels were rivals. In the presence of catfish, eels
were motivated to fight for survival, and they were
therefore alive when the boat arrived at the port. In
contrast, without catfish, eels knew they were caught
and lost all hopes of survival. Therefore, they died on

the way back to the port.

The moral lesson of this story is that adverse
situations revive and fuel the instinct to fight for
survival. In peaceful times, one tends to lay back and
overlook, or even choose to ignore, the so-called
“minor"” drawbacks. In contrast, in hard times, minor
drawbacks can bring about severe consequences. If
not corrected in time, minor drawbacks can turn into
major blowups. In other words, only in the face of
difficulties will genuine unity be achieved, which is

why eels were kept alive.

As a Chinese adage goes, “Medicine, bitter to
the mouth, better to the health.” What applies to
our physical health also applies to our mental health.
It is all too easy for one to be grateful when one has
everything and is happy. But true appreciation lies
in the ability to appreciate adversity. Adversity is the
dark side of one's life, yet one can learn its value and
beauty when one feels grateful. Favorable situations
pamper us, leading to arrogance and complacency,
which are the causes of the eventual downfall. It is
only in adversity that we learn the timeless virtues
of humbleness and gratitude. We remember how
small we are. We remember how much help we have
obtained from others, especially from Heaven and
our Teacher. We can learn to accept and appreciate
rather than complain and rebel, in order to practice

the true Tao cultivation.

When looking back, we must thank the
2008 economic recession. Apart from the global
restructuring mentioned above, the recession brings
home the point that our earthly possessions don't
last. It is time we turn inward and nurture our inner

prosperity. And that is a healthy benefit that can only

be achieved through bitter medicine.
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TAO YOUTHS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES

True Forgiveness

B Nancy

or most people, when badly treated or
Finsulted, they always try to find some way

to take revenge. If they get no opportunity, they will
feel angry and indignant all the time. If they get one
and successfully take revenge on someone who hurts
them, the relationship between them will become
worse, and the hatred starts to grow at the same
time. In my opinion, this is not a wise way to deal
with such a dispute or strife. | think forgiveness will
be a better way for it. The following is a short story
telling us how forgiveness works when an unhappy

event occurs.

Forty-three years seems like a long time to
remember the name of a mere acquaintance. | have
duly forgotten the name of an old lady who was a
customer on my paper route when | was a twelve-
year-old boy in Marinette, Wisconsin back in 1954.
Yet it seems like just yesterday that she taught me a
lesson in forgiveness that | can only hope to pass on

to someone else someday.

On a mindless Saturday afternoon, a friend
and | were throwing rocks onto the roof of the old
lady's house from a secluded spot in her backyard.
The object of our play was to observe how the rocks
changed to missiles as they rolled to the roof's edge
and shot out into the yard like comets falling from
the sky.
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| found myself a perfectly smooth rock and sent
it for a ride. The stone was too smooth, however,
so it slipped from my hand as | let it go and headed
straight for a small window on the old lady's back
porch. At the sound of fractured glass, we took
off from the old lady's yard faster than any of our

missiles flew off her roof.

| was too scared about getting caught that first
night to be concerned about the old lady with the
broken porch window. However, a few days later,
when | was sure that | hadn't been discovered, |
started to feel guilty for her misfortune. She still
greeted me with a smile each day when | gave her
the paper, but | was no longer able to act comfortable

in her presence.

I made up my mind that | would save my paper
delivery money, and in three weeks | had the seven
dollars that | calculated would cover the cost of her
window. | put the money in an envelope with a note
explaining that | was sorry for breaking her window
and hoped that the seven dollars would cover the

cost for repairing it.

| waited until it was dark, snuck up to the old
lady's house, and put the envelope of retribution
through the letter slot in her door. My soul felt

redeemed and | couldn't wait for the freedom of,



once again, looking straight into the old lady's eyes.

The next day, | handed the old lady her paper
and was able to return the warm smile that | was
receiving from her. She thanked me for the paper and
said, “Here, | have something for you.” It was a bag
of cookies. | thanked her and proceeded to eat the

cookies as | continued my route.

After several cookies, | felt an envelope and
pulled it out of the bag. When | opened the
envelope, | was stunned. Inside were the seven
dollars and a short note that said, “I'm proud of

"

you.

From the story above, we know that by taking
up the responsibility, the author not only gets the
forgiveness from the old lady, but also himself. |
believe the old lady is gratified, because the boy
admitted his mistake to her finally, which shows
his courage and conscience. If | were the old lady,
| would feel the world is full of endless hope. The
boy is happy as well, since he gains back his honor

and conscience, which means that he can redeem his

soul. Nothing is more painful than someone who can
not forgive himself. The blame coming from one's
own conscience is the most terrible one. He will
always carry the burden of sense of guilt, and that is
why the author says that he can again look straight
into the old lady's eyes after he admitted his mistake.
Without the old lady's forgiveness, the boy can still
find back his honor, but he will not feel appreciated.
Under the forgiveness of them both, they will always
appreciate each other's mercy all the time. From the
story we know that forgiveness is the best medicine

for people's wound.

FAMOUS QUOTATIONS ...

. It really doesn't matter if the person who hurt you deserves to be forgiven. Forgiveness

is a gift you give yourself. You have things to do and you want to move on.

—Real Live Preacher, RealLivePreacher.com Weblog, July 7, 2003

Anonymous author of RealLivePreacher.com

. The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong.

—Mahatma Gandhi, Indian political and spiritual leader (1869 - 1948)
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