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Adhering to righteousness is like guarding

treasures. You need to be 100% focused.

P62 {Choosing the Righteous Things and Adhering
to Them; Cultivating Both Tao and Virtue Eliminating
the Fake and Cultivating the Truth; Fulfilling the

Lotus Positions)

This forever changing world requires us to
become extremely adaptable and flexible
in our thinking, and in our handling of the
unpredictable challenges and increasingly

complicated problems ahead of us.

P66 {The Promise To Come)

He finally came to his conclusion by realising
no matter how top his official ranking could
be, no one can escape death and changes

of fate because a hefty amount of sins was

accumulated like seas.

P68 {Cultivation and Propagation
- A Chinese Story)
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©Elder Koo
OTranslated b

(s3daa1x3)

ssaupury s,49p|3

Choosing the Righteous Things and
Adhering to Them; Cultivating Both Tao and
Virtue Eliminating the Fake and Cultivating
the Truth; Fulfilling the Lotus Positions

Southbound or Northbound: Choosing the Righteous Things
and Adhering to Them

What are we going to study today? Everyone knows the direction. It’s like
going to the south or to the north. If a person goes to the south, the north must
be behind his/her back. He/she can see the south, but not the north. Contrarily, if
a person faces the north, the south must be behind his/her back. He/she can see

the north, but not the south.

What can we realize from the example above? The principle to choose
the righteous things and adhere to them. If a person sets his/her mind to
righteousness, what he/she sees is righteous, what he/she thinks is righteous,
what he/she says is righteous, the friends he/she has are righteous, and

everything around him/her is righteous. In that case, day or night, what he/
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she does is righteous. That's because he only knows righteousness and knows
nothing about the existence of evil. On the contrary, if a person sets his/her mind
to evil, what he/she sees is evil, what he/she says is evil, the friends he/she has are
evil, what he/she does is evil. Day or night, whatever he/she does is evil. That is
because he only knows all sorts of evil in the world, not knowing anything about

righteousness.

Adhering to righteousness is like guarding treasures. You need to be 100%
focused. You cannot return even if there are a hundred obstacles. You cannot
change in death. You cannot rest until you have practiced so deeply that you have

obtained the enlightment.

Confucius said, “Seeing what is good and you will want to catch up with it;
seeing what is not good, and you are like testing hot water.”When a cultivator sees
righteous things, he/she puts a lot of efforts into pursuing them. He/she always
thinks what he/she has done is not enough. When he/she sees something evil, he/
she tries to avoid it, like reaching his/her hand into very hot water. What he/she
does is to adhere to righteousness. It's like protecting a baby. For all his/her goals
and thoughts, all he/she does is to concentrate. No matter what kind of disruption
and adversity he/she faces, he/she never turns back. He/she won’t change even
in death. If he/she doesn’t practice so deeply that he/she has obtained the
enlightenment, he/she never stops. As an old saying goes, “Adhering to the way of
righteousness as if your life depends on it This is to choose the righteous things
and adhere to them. After you have a focus, your mind cannot move. If you don't

stick to the end and keep practicing deeply, it is useless to cultivate in the end.
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©OBig Sam (the US.A.)

Love

Love forms connections. Love embraces
differences. Love forms harmony. Love creates
hope. Love conquers adversities. Love brings
light. Love transforms the world. Love paves the

way to Heaven.

The following is a rough English translation of

Master Ji-Gong Buddha's Divine Revelation.

RESPHA LR
FRIE 31
RESPH T
B AR AR

Because the heart exists of kind love, family
relationships are happy and harmonious.

Because the heart has love, birds can be
compatible among each other residing on the

same tree branch.

B A AR

F 18 F & Bl 4=
TP
BT o R

Because the heart exists of unconditional
love, there has united Tao, united virtues, and
united benevolence.

Because the heart has love, there are
compassion, tolerance, contentment, and

gratitude.

ASLAZ

RBIEREGAR%

CHORIERE RS BMESRARIEST
B %] 69 R AR

CEEERL M

TRAHRTE

FiZBEOH  REIERS

Between people, alignment of feelings has

their affinity.
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The distance between hearts can be closer
with a united heart.

Never forget; do not forget to be considerate.

Understand the preciousness of giving—
happiness warms heart—and people will cherish

it.

RESFERERE
BJRA 5 K,
REST A Z
AR RLBRTHE

Because the heart exists of great love, every
place has sunshine.
Because the heart has love, the world is full of

hope.
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Because the heart exists of true love, smiles
cordially bloom.
Because the heart has love, kind compassion

and joyful giving transform everywhere.
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Between cultivators, feeling of Tao is close

and everyone is polite and gentle.

In learning, cultivating, preaching, and
propagating, when hearts are connected, they can
align with opportunity promptly.

Sincerity is at the mean, then it is revealed
externally.

Being humble, low-profile, and respectful.

Without selfishness, without attachment, and
without being self-centered.

Hold the two ends yet apply the mean on
fellow people.

Together, we meet, we understand, and we

cherish.

b BA R
Y
B &b A
ERER 2

Because the heart exists of Tao's love, one
should be honest with the soul and upholds the
mean and the constants.

Because the heart has love, heart is righteous

and mind is sincere, feeling God (Lao-Mu).

RESYHEAER
F AR ALAR AR AF -
RESTHE

AREFEEEGH

Because the heart exists of righteous love,

stomach of prime minister can hold a boat, i.e.,
vast tolerance to embrace differences.
Because the heart has love, selfish desire is

completely cleansed, and truth is preached widely.

B s b 5 A
£ ik b

B s A
LY P ]

Because the heart exists of eternal love,
utmost sincerity can save the confused people.

Because the heart has love, one can be
patient under insults, and one cherishes peace,

retreat, and yield.

At BAE R
W — RS
B b A g
BZAATRAE I

Because the heart exists of benevolent love,
everyone is viewed as an equal cultivator.
Because the heart has love, virtue is widely

spreading as quickly as express posts.

B A A
17 A 34 ROE R

Because the heart has love, one practices
merits and nurtures virtues, and one sails smoothly

with adversity.
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The Promise

OWinnie Cheung (the UK.)

To Come

The new year so far has not gone too
smoothly for any of us, with the pandemic still
so prevalent in our lives. The grey, miserable and
harsh winter months have added to the enormous
pressure the health service faces, and as we
continue in our third lockdown we are hoping for
better times to come with the spring time now
being so close. The numbers of the death toll and
of the infected patients did not fall very much
during the first part of January, but fortunately
over the last few days we finally see some

improvements to those figures.

This lockdown has not been easy for any of
us as we faced the short and cold winter days
and with no possibility of the outdoor activities
that were allowed during the first lockdown.
More importantly, many children have lost their
sense of purpose, being isolated and lonely
as they have had to continue their remote
learning at home, instead of going to school. It
has put the more vulnerable families at risk of

their children falling further behind with their
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education and social skills. It has been reported
that child poverty has increased dramatically
since the lockdown, with many children, if they
cannot attend school, not eating properly as
they are not being adequately fed at home. It is
very sad that our society seems not be able to
function properly during the lockdown, with lives
sacrificed and deeply challenged as a result of

the pandemic.

The positive statistics of recent days have
shown that the lockdown has indeed helped to
slow down the infection rate, and reduced the
death toll, even when the covid has evolved into
new variants, which in turn have caused additional

problems.

We are living in a very uncertain time, when
we are being tested constantly, without any gaps
and breaks to take breaths and to act and react.
We are forced to make decisions without knowing
the full consequences of what will happen. This

life-changing pandemic has transformed us as



humans as well as the whole society, in which
everything has been functioning outside of the

norm.

This forever changing world requires us to
become extremely adaptable and flexible in our
thinking, and in our handling of the unpredictable
challenges and increasingly complicated
problems ahead of us. We know we can only do
whatever we can within our power by following
the rules, remaining calm and patient, regardless
of what circumstances we face. No matter how
insignificant we think of our actions during the
lockdown, their impact is evident and noticeable
with the drop in the infection rate and in the death

toll. As we are awaiting and hoping for at least

some activities to be made available to participate
in once again, we have the hope our lives will
slowly be turning back to some normality in the

coming weeks.

It is inevitable that the significant and
visible effect of this pandemic is here to stay
for many generations to come. What we have
learned throughout the hardships and obstacles
during this period of change to our lifestyle, is
a life lesson that can help to keep us stronger
and more resilient than ever. May all these
extraordinary experiences help us to realise that
we should treasure the moments that we can
get together as a community and to never take

things for granted.
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©sulley (Hong Kong)

Happy Chinese New Year. How is everyone's

resolution?

For all, we are still devoted to cultivating,
keeping our physical, mental and psychological
health in balance. We are still in a bliss even
though we are currently under all sorts of trials
and tests. But, we count our blessings at hand. We
are so fortunate to seek Tao and start from scratch

to learn bit by bit.

Please take care, everyone.

For the mercy of God and Holy Master, the
compassion of the Elder, initiation masters and
everyone, please bear with my ignorance, any
mistakes and anything. Please correct and instruct

me anyway.

There will be translations open for any

comments as | humbly beg for your forgiveness.

Recently, | was once again told to share
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Cultivation

and Propagation
— A Chinese Story

some insights and resonance for our journey of

cultivation.

A Buddha once compassionately
commissioned two masters, namely "Nest Master"
(FRE#HM), and Official Bai (EfFEl=H%
X) to the sentient beings in this world. Under
their compassion and mercy, their common
goal is to (still unchanged) deliver us ways for
our enlightenment and cultivation paths so as
to attain Buddhahood and restore our original

Buddha nature.

However, as we know for sure, it seemed an
impossible task and rather made a rod for their

own back.

Both masters were likely to be lost as well. To
prevent this, the Buddha in fact made a pledge to
send others to bring them home if that was really

this case.

One was born to a family named Bai. The



other to a family called Ma for his Chinese name 55§
KE. Both families had the backgrounds of being
officials. Therefore, both had their own official

titles when they grew up.

Since Ma had devoted a lot of time and
endeavor to sutras, he realised his origin and
missions. He then resigned from his post and
embarked on his cultivation. When he fulfilled it,

he was able to return to Heaven.

The Buddha saw his return and asked how
many sentient beings he had saved and delivered

back with him so far.

Ma answered it was too difficult to complete

such a task.

The Buddha then asked where his senior

fellow, Bai, was.

Ma replied Bai was born to a family of

government officials and had a position in the

palace. He indeed was lost in the world, unable to

return by himself.

The Buddha kindly instructed Ma to return

quickly and deliver Bai back this time.

However, it would be too late since Bai was

then 80.

Time awaits for no man.

That was the reason why Ma reached a bridge
with an old pine tree. He instantly saw a bird's nest
hanging there. He immediately fell into the form
with a human’s face and a bird's body. So, he was

coined as "Nest Master".

Then, he started his propagation and

preaching.

One day, as a daily rountine to enter the
palace for his royal duty, Bai bypassed where Nest

Master was preaching.
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He witnessed a crowd there for the dharma.
So, he sent his follower to check what was

happening.

Later, they both exchanged remarks and held
conversation in order to bring the enlightenment

and revelation for Bai.

First, Bai asked politely what Tao is. Nest
Master replied by doing merely good with not a
single bad deed.

Furthermore, Bai raised his question as even
a child aged 3 knows this golden rule. However,
Nest Master countered that even though it was
absolutely and universally true, even a 80-year-old

man still couldn't fulfil such tasks.

Then, Nest Master indicated Bai had reached
a dangerous situation at the time rather than his
own residence on the old pine tree as there was

some height above the ground.

Of course, Bai raised his eyebrows with
confusion because his current position was above

so many people and just under the king.

How dangerous could it be?

Nest Master clearly indicated the reason why
it was dangerous for Bai owing to the fact that
kings were like tigers. As a matter of fact, it draws
a thin line between Bai's life and death dependent

solely on the decisions and preference of kings.
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Bai got the instant dawn of his awakening
and promised to return to Nest Master to become

his disciple after a few months.

Did Bai?

Once he went to the reality, he got "trapped"
AGAIN.

Nest Master knew for sure it was the case so
he paid his visit to Bai's home and left a verse on

the wall for a reminder and a sign.

NEEREOHF RERFFRAEZT
—FRETRE FHHLa il

The simple translation is as follows: Being
in any politicial positions either holding pens
or carrying weapons for 40 years. There are
numerous right and wrong doings along the way.
For a family (yours) to get full stomaches and
warmth in exchange of many grudges from others’
families. Your fame and reputation last for half of
the ceuntury but in contrast, sins committed last

for hundreds of reincarnations of lives

This time, the verse clicked with Bai.

So, he would like to bid a final farewell to his
four wives and family members in his unswerving
determination to cultivate in remote mountains

and areas.

He finally came to his conclusion by realising



no matter how top his official ranking could be, no
one can escape death and changes of fate because
a hefty amount of sins was accumulated like seas.
The aim of cultivation is to diminish any possible
wrong doings and sins done in the past, no matter

how many times we have been reincarnating.

What will be your insights after reading the

Do we keep receiving "clicks" which serve as
the driving force and the spring board hopefully in

our own cultivation?

If so, it is time to respond to the clicks
and react. Time to let go of the attachment to
the mundane titles and positions, and devote

ourselves to Tai cultivation and propagation.

above story?

It’s; Vo=
Time! z f

Culfilli
Fulfilling

All of us Tien-Tao disciples have taken the Ten Great Vows upon receiving Tao. Have you
ever worried about how to fulfill the vows? You need look no further. Borde Quarterly is

the right place for you to share your ideas and fulfill your vows all at once.

Don't hesitate. Write now. Better yet, let us know that you are willing to submit articles
on a regular basis and become one of the columnists. Or you can encourage your fellow

Tien-Tao cultivators who are also competent writers to start their submissions of articles.

Please submit your article to: multice@ms34.hinet.net '
QDeadline for Submission: May 15, 2021
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©Nancy (Taiwan)

When talking about making a difference
in the world, what is the first thought that
might flash into your mind? It might be doing
something great or bad to benefit or damage
the world, then we will say that someone makes
a difference in the world. But how about doing
something good or bad only for a few people
or animals? Is it still making a difference in the
world? The following story might give us some

insight into the question.

Every Sunday morning | take a light jog
around a park near my home. There’s a lake
located in one corner of the park. Each time | jog
by this lake, | see the same elderly woman sitting
at the water’s edge with a small metal cage sitting

beside her.

This past Sunday my curiosity got the best
of me, so | stopped jogging and walked over to
her. As | got closer, | realized that the metal cage
was in fact a small trap. There were three turtles,

unharmed, slowly walking around the base of the
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All the Difference
in The World

trap. She had a fourth turtle in her lap that she

was carefully scrubbing with a spongy brush.

“Hello,” | said. “I see you here every Sunday
morning. If you don't mind my nosiness, I'd love to

know what you're doing with these turtles”

She smiled. “I'm cleaning off their shells,” she
replied. “Anything on a turtle’s shell, like algae or
scum, reduces the turtle’s ability to absorb heat
and impedes its ability to swim. It can also corrode

and weaken the shell over time”

“Wow! That's really nice of you!"| exclaimed.

She went on: “I spend a couple of hours each
Sunday morning, relaxing by this lake and helping
these little guys out. It's my own strange way of

making a difference.”

“But don’t most freshwater turtles live their
whole lives with algae and scum hanging from

their shells?”| asked.



“Yep, sadly, they do,” she replied.

| scratched my head. “Well then, don't you
think your time could be better spent? | mean,
| think your efforts are kind and all, but there
are fresh water turtles living in lakes all around
the world. And 99% of these turtles don't have
kind people like you to help them clean off their
shells. So, no offense... but how exactly are your

localized efforts here truly making a difference?”

The woman giggled aloud. She then looked
down at the turtle in her lap, scrubbed off the last
piece of algae from its shell, and said, “Sweetie, if

this little guy could talk, he’d tell you I just made

all the difference in the world!”

From the story, we can understand that
everyone can change the world, maybe not all at
once, but one person, one animal, and one good
deed atatime. Buteven with only one good deed
a time, for the one person and the one animal, it
might make a total difference in their mind. Our
mind determines how we see the world. It means
that we always perceive the world according to
our mind. If something changes our mind from
sadness to happiness, our world seems to change
totally, too. Therefore, never ignore any minor

good deed, it might mean changing a whole world

for the person or the animal that receive it.
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Famous Quotes

©ONancy (Taiwan)

Thoughts, like fleas, jump from man to
man, but they don't bite everybody.
—Stanislaw J. Lec

Polish writer (1909 - 1966)

Watch your thoughts, they become words.
Watch your words, they become actions.
Watch your actions, they become habits.
Watch your habits, they become your
character.

Watch your character, it becomes your
destiny.

—Unknown

Quotations by unknown authors

My thoughts are my company; | can bring
them together, select them, detain them,
dismiss them.
—Walter Landor

English author (1775 - 1864)

Man is what he believes.

—Anton Chekhov
Russian dramatist & short story author
(1860 - 1904)

Remember that what you believe will
depend very much on what you are.
—Noah Porter
US clergyman, educator, & philosopher
(1811-1892) 5.
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